November 2021
Change is in the Air
We start this newsletter with a VERY BIG thank you to Sue Ulrich! This newsletter was started
back in the summer of 2020 because of her. It was her idea, her know-how, and her commitment
that got it started and kept it going! A newsletter is a great idea anytime, but it proved to be
especially important during a pandemic when we all craved more contact with one another in a
socially distanced way. Unfortunately, it is time for Sue to step down as one of the editors. She
will be missed, but hopefully she will stay involved in our church.
We welcome Brenda Beane as the new co-editor to work with Kathy Weiss.
Some Words from our Outgoing Editor
Sue Ulrich

As I step down from being co-editor of The Wider Circle, I have been
asked to share a few words with you. When I first came to New Paltz
UMC I was eager to learn more about the many ways in which this church
ministers to the needs of its members and the community. I thought there
might be others who might be interested as well and when the pandemic
came along with the loss of personal in-person contact, it seemed that
perhaps a newsletter might help people feel more connected with one
another. I have loved “meeting” people in this way. I especially enjoyed
the “Pets” edition. Working with Kathy Weiss who has become a very
good friend has been a real blessing to me and our friendship will surely continue.
I think there are times of change that come into our lives, sometimes by surprise and sometimes
because of nudgings which we can’t ignore. The needs of Reservoir UMC, which is a mile from
my home in Shokan, have been on my mind. As a member for more than 25 years, I have felt
called back to try in whatever way I might be able, to help strengthen this church which is
struggling as so many churches are in these times. Who knows, I might even start a newsletter
there. I was the editor of the Reservoir Highlighter way back in the 90’s.
I am so thankful that New Paltz services will continue to be zoomed and available on Facebook
so I can still be a part of the life of the church. The Vi Cole Book Group is a real highlight of my
week as we share with one another, learn and grow. I have just retired from the presidency of
Rising Hope, Inc, a post-secondary education program which is offered in three prison facilities
in the Hudson Valley. I will continue as coordinator of the program at Woodbourne Correctional
Facility but will not have the load of responsibility that I have had for seven years.
Change is in the air and I am praying as I wonder what comes next, that I might be open to
wherever the Spirit is leading me.
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Some Words from our Incoming Editor
Brenda Beane

I am excited to take on the role of co-editor of this newsletter with Kathy
Weiss. I am a long-time active member of the NPUMC. I have worked
successfully with Kathy on several special projects. Kathy and I designed
and managed the renovation of the really old bathrooms in the church. We
also designed and managed the creation of directional signage both on the
inside and outside of the church. For many years, we worked together on the
“Gift In Honor of / Gift in Memory of” table at the Alternative Giving Fair
where we encouraged people to financially support worthwhile
organizations. Kathy was always the “face” of the project, the idea person, and the one doing
whatever was needed to keep things moving forward. I was always the behind the scenes
“worker bee”, the creative one handling the details. We make a great team and I see this
continuing with this newsletter!
Words from the Pastor
L. Grace Harmon

“In a world too often governed by corruption and arrogance, it can be
difficult to stay true to one's philosophical and literary principles.” –
Lemony Snicket, A Series of Unfortunate Events.
We are surrounded by noise, opinions, corruption, arrogance, indifference
and collateral damage. It seems essential in such times to find solid anchor points, because truly,
it can be difficult to stay true to philosophical and literary principles when there are constant
distractions and diversions.
The Beatitudes are an excellent gut check. Do I believe that the poor, in spirit or in fact, are
blessed? What about the meek? Am I aware of the blessings of those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, or would I rather they stop interrupting my regularly scheduled programming?
It is easy to lose sight of the ways we are pulled in by the corruption and arrogance of the times
in which we live. It is easy to assume that we are on the side of righteousness. In fact, the powers
of corruption and arrogance are eager to reward us for letting go of our principles.
The interesting thing about having literary principles is that writing things down, committing
them to paper, is a way of requesting that you be held accountable to them. Reading and agreeing
is asking for accountability, too. Because once written down, we can always check our work, and
each others. So long as we don’t instead spend our time changing the meaning to protect our
corruption and arrogance.
In preparing for our study of them, I realized that one of the wonderful things about them is that,
while they are far more than they appear on the surface, even without understanding all that is
under the surface, if you live by the face value alone, you will have enacted many of the deeper
truths. That might be a true sign of spiritual genius – to bring out the best in us, even without our
full knowledge.
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I’d like to encourage each of us to read the Beatitudes every morning for a month. Read them
while you brush your teeth or drink your coffee. Just once through each day before you watch the
news, answer the phone, check Facebook, or look at your email. Each day we are a part of a
world governed by corruption and arrogance. What might we gain from recommitting to our
philosophical and literary principles every day before we do?
If the great blessing of a literary principle is that it encourages accountability, then let’s practice
that, too while we are at it: share your work. Go to our Facebook page and post or send the
church an email about how starting your day with the Beatitudes changed your actions or
perceptions. Blessed are the transparent, for their honesty will convict us all.
Reopening Update
First, let me say it: we have gone slowly in our reopening, and I know it has been
frustrating for all of us, especially as we watched other places and other churches
open more quickly all around us. Thank you for your patience. Our slow
approach has saved us a great deal of risk, possibly lives, and has left us with a
sense of security based in actions, not in wishful thinking. As frustrating as I
know it has been, it has also been wise.
The change in season brings another moment of reevaluation of our protocols, and with that,
some adjustments. Our outdoor communion service can no longer be outdoor. We have decided
to keep it as a separate service on Wednesday evenings, held in the sanctuary. Having
communion as a separate service adds a layer of safety. We do not have the elements in the
sanctuary longer than necessary, and we are not remaining in the sanctuary unmasked after
partaking in communion, as an example. We will evaluate adding communion back to the
Sunday service going forward.
We have worked hard to ensure that our spaces are ready for hybrid meetings and classes. While
no one has come back to do this yet, we are excited that we will forevermore be able to reach
people whether they can come to us physically or not. That is a tremendous blessing.
It has been wonderful to see some of you in person in the sanctuary. Hearing other voices as we
sing and pray enlivens the experience for Margaret, Lee and I more than you can imagine. It isn’t
the same as it was, but it doesn’t need to be the same to be wonderful.
The Worship Team is working to plan rich and meaningful Advent services, and Covid has
inspired us to work with our Lutheran and Episcopalian neighbors to create a really exciting
opportunity for Christmas Eve worship. I’m not sure that any of us would have thought to try it
had we not lived through the past year. But we have, and so we are, and I am thankful for this
and so many ways we have been moved to resurrect ministry for these times.
We are not the same as we were – and that is a good thing. Our capacity for adaptation and
growth has been tested, and we have emerged stronger and more flexible. This is a blessing. Our
challenge now is to continue to live into the new life we have begun. There is so much growing
from the tilled soil of the past two years. What a blessing to be in this garden together to see the
harvest.
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Prayer Blanket Ministry Update
Linda Mellor

Our NPUMC Prayer Blanket Ministry continues to be very
active, wrapping so many in our love
and care. Since our last report in
February 2021, we have made blankets
for Holly Shader, Millie Meyer, Pat
Wager, Madhu Pachigalla, Diane, Carl
Yettru, Vivian Yettru, and Jackson
Rogers. Each blanket is knitted or
crocheted in squares by many members
of our church and then crocheted
Photo 2: Madhu Pachigalla
together to form a blanket. Prayers
Photo 1: Carl and Vivian Yettru
of blessing, healing, hope, and thanksgiving are woven into the
blanket as each stitch is worked. A final blessing over the finished blanket is held by the
congregation before passing our gift on to the recipient.
Each blanket consists of 30 to 35 eight-inch squares following
a simple 3-3 pattern (knit 3, purl 3, or 3 single crochet, 3
double crochet), using random colors of yarn. Full patterns and
a discussion of color symbolism, prayers, and more are on our
web site: Prayer Blanket Ministry .

Photo 3: Jackson Rogers and Pastor
Grace

We always need more squares! This is a great way to use up
those scraps of yarn. Don’t knit or crochet? This is an easy
project to learn with, and we can even have someone teach
you.

And don’t forget our monthly Knitting Together sessions with Margaret Howe (read her story) .
This is a lovely Zoom hour where we work on whatever project we have at hand – does NOT
need to be knitting – and share our hearts in fellowship with each other as our hands stay busy.
Great job Helen! You are an inspiration to us all!
Nancy Vance

In March 1968, Helen Karsten created New Paltz Methodist Playschool. Fifty three years and
still going strong, thank you Helen! When we celebrated 50 years, we pledged to name the
Education Wing in Helen's honor. The Education Wing is now officially the Helen F. Karsten,
NPUMC Education Wing. Helen's legacy continues.

Photo 4: Helen Karsten (center)
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Care Team Update
Kathy Weiss

A fall soup time and an Election Day dinner have been a part of our church being for many,
many years. We miss them: the food, connections and love we have shared. So, the Care Team
planned a Soup Day. Linda organized and cooked; Kathy helped. On Election Day, many, many
willing deliverers took soup and connection to our church community. Love and caring and soup
were shared. ALL the soup is gone. The love and caring continue looking to stay connected in
new ways.

Eileen Domer reminds us…

“The quietest prayers are powerful
enough to be heard and answered.”
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Organ Fund Drive Update
Dan Ruback

In June 2020, a
campaign was
started by the
Trustees to raise
the approximately
$25,000 needed to
repair our nearly
100-year-old pipe
organ. The Organ Fund balance is now
$12,006. The repairs cannot start until we
have reached our fund raising goal. Please
consider making a gift. Gifts can be made
by a check mailed to the Church. Please
write organ fund on the check’s memo line.
On line contributions can also be made.

More information is available on the New
Paltz UMC website. Click on the GIVE tab.
Want to save on your taxes…
Give to the church
If you are of a certain age you probably
know that minimum annual distributions are
required from your IRA. Did you know that
you can use some or all of that distribution
to make a nontaxable gift to the New Paltz
UMC? If you wish to make a nontaxable
gift it has to go directly from the IRA to the
Church. Please contact your financial
advisor for details on how to do this. Thank
you.

My Favorite Hymn
Lee H. Pritchard

The Church’s One Foundation
Words: Samuel J. Stone
Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley

It seems that whenever a newly constructed church is ready to be dedicated or consecrated into
service or perhaps a cornerstone is laid, we can be sure that this hymn, The Church’s One
Foundation, will be sung. There is no finer sentiment for such an occasion. It somehow makes
us feel that it is not just the building, which is so important, but that everything which happens in
this space and around this space is given to our savior Jesus Christ.
This hymn emphasizes the core truths of our faith, those that are stated in
the Apostles’ Creed. It also suggests the words of Jesus, “the stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner.”
The hymn suggests for me some of the most beautiful cathedrals in
Europe.
Rheims Cathedral, one of the most beautiful churches in the world, with
its two towers, appearing so enormous that we cannot believe the towers
are not now actually at the full height. The original towers were
destroyed by fire in the 15th century. The pointed arches of the windows
Photo 5: Rheims Cathedral
and doorways prove that this magnificent edifice is a true Gothic
building. We can only imagine the beautiful and colorful rose window over the center door.
Above this is the Gallery of the Kings, containing statues of the kings of France from Clovis to
Charles VII. Rheims Cathedral was badly damaged during World War II.
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In reality, although magnificent, Rheims is only a church
building. It is the people who worship Jesus who are pressing to
carry on. We may love beautiful structures, however, every
plain and small building is just as much God’s house; it is a
place where people gather for the worship and praising of God.
Photo 6: New Paltz United Methodist Church

We have looked at the physical appearances of a church – a cathedral and the powerful
foundation. A word on how the hymn was written. This hymn emerged in the mid 1800’s after
a wearing controversy that threatened the Church of England and the views of German
theologians. In 1866 Samuel Stone, the curate at Windsor wrote 12 hymns based on the twelve
articles of the Apostles’ Creed. The Church’s One Foundation was based on the ninth article of
the creed which says “I believe in the holy catholic (universal) church: the communion of
saints.” And to make it Wesleyan, the music was by Samuel Sebastian Wesley, the grandson of
Charles Wesley.
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the Word.
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth;
her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.
Though with a scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
till, with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.
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Historians, Halloween and Race at New Paltz Methodist Church
Anna Louise Bates, Church Historian

In 2020, I published a story in the church newsletter about blackface
minstrel shows performed by members of our church during the 1950s. The
article was based upon primary documents; in this case, programs from the
1951 and 52 shows. The programs evidenced deep racial insensitivity
among our congregation, including at least one pastor, The Reverend Willett
Porter, and other high-ranking members. This writing is a follow-up to that
piece. My purpose is to give readers a glimpse of what the work of a church
historian is like. We dig through boxes of old documents seeking fodder for our narratives.
An interesting set of notes kept by an entity called the “Double Forty Club” provides a snapshot
of our church during the 1940s, 50s and 60s. Although the membership changed over time, it
was intended as a club for older church members, specifically, couples more than forty years old.
Most of the club’s activities were admirable. They hosted dinners, sales to raise funds and
provided gifts and donations for various occasions such as weddings and bridal showers.
Browsing their minutes, I found a description of one disturbing event. The club hosted a
Halloween party on October 31, 1940. A deliberately anonymous description of the participants
read as follows:
The hall was appropriately decorated with corn stalks, pumpkins, and candles … The old witch
was there, also Farmer Brown and his milkmaid, the darky in his frock coat, a very enthusiastic
fisherman all ready to reel in a big trout, the man about town in his white flannels and a gypsy
who had stopped in on her way through town. … Games were played, including bobbing for
apples after which the committee served pumpkin pie, popcorn, cider, and coffee.

Sounds like a delightful and gay affair, except for one thing. A “darky?” We are not told who
wore that costume, but the implications are obvious. “Old Darky” was a stock minstrel show
character: A black-faced Uncle Tom in a frilly coat. Do I need to explain how crassly insulting
this is of African Americans? I think not.
I will share, though, the significance of the document. When I wrote the piece about minstrel
shows, I had only two programs to work from. I found a few articles in archival newspapers
announcing those two shows, and a couple of other shows in the 1950s. The Double Forty
document provides evidence of minstrel shows at least a decade before the ones in the 1950s.
All of the minstrel show documents document our congregation’s insensitivity to racial issues,
and to African Americans in general. Now, at a time when we see daily evidence of racial strife
in our country, we are called once again to examine our actions carefully. It would be easy to pat
ourselves on the back and say, “wow, we have come so far!” But have we? This is a time for
some deep soul-searching. However much good we do as a church, we need to ask ourselves
whether we turn a blind eye to suffering in darker corners. Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love
with God. Ours is not an easy path.

8

Black Lives Matter – An educational opportunity
Kate Hymes

The Black Lives Matter reading group invites you to join us in a reading and
discussion of Willie James Jennings, The Christian Imagination: Theology and
the Origins of Race. We will begin our discussions, Wednesday, January 12, 7
pm on Zoom.
Our group first encountered Willie Jennings in the Black
Theology Reading Group led by Tripp Fuller,
Homebrewed Christianity, and Dr. Adam Clark, Xavier
University of Ohio. Several of us were excited by
Jennings ideas, but first we wanted to read foundational works of black
theology: James Cone, The Cross and the Lynching Tree, and Dolores
Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness.
Jennings’ book has been reviewed as a theological masterpiece. He
presents an in-depth historical account of the period of European exploration, followed by
colonization, of Africa and the Americas. Through encounters with other peoples and cultures,
the western Christian imagination and identity are formed. The result is a disconnectedness from
one another, from the land and from all creation:
I want Christians to recognize the grotesque nature of a social performance of
Christianity that imagines Christian identity floating above land, landscape, animals,
place, and space . . . .
Jennings narrates first-person, contemporary stories of exploration and colonialism that have
been pushed to the margins or ignored by Western theology. He centers these stories so that
Christians may better understand “machinations of capitalistic circulations and the commodity
chains of private property.” Jennings’ writing points readers toward a restoration of intimacy
with God for which all humanity was created.
This will be a challenging read, so we will take our time. We expect that our reading and
discussions will take us through the month of April. We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month.
We would love to have you join us. Email Kate Hymes, wallkillvalleywriters@gmail.com, or
Margaret Howe, marghowealto@gmail.com.
Becoming an Anti-Racist Church
Stephanie Parsons

The Committee on Justice, Outreach, and Mission (JOM) has, along with four members of the
congregation, formed an Exploratory Team with a goal to evaluate the needs of the NPUMC
community to become an Anti-Racist Congregation. The group's final goal will be to create a
statement and accountability plan for NPUMC members to ratify at a Church Conference early
next year. The group will begin meeting in November to start its work. Stay tuned!
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Trustees at Work
John Bautochka

On Saturday Oct 23th, the trustees had a work day. There were smiles, laughter, and in-person
fellowship! So nice! Here is a list of work that the trustees have recently completed.




















Repaired the ceiling in the hallway of the parsonage
Furnace cleaning for church and parsonage in Nov
Replaced bathroom fan in parsonage
Removal of all air conditioners
Cleaning out all of the gardens
Put new pastor’s name on the church sign
Leaf removal
Waterproofing of church benches and picnic tables
Painting of Grove Street entrance
Mounted a tv screen in the social hall
Repaired some radiator leaks in the playschool
Repainted sections of the parsonage deck
Cleaning out gutters in the next couple of weeks
A new herb Garden on Main Street - thanks Carol Bialy
Power washed entrance steps to the playschool
Had the hot water heater repaired in the parsonage
Had a boiler inspection for our insurance and NYS
Replaced and lowered the ceiling fans in Sanctuary
Replaced retaining wall by playground

Photo 7: Dan Ruback

Photo 8: Karen Seyfert

Photo 9: John Bautochka, Kathy Weiss,
Brenda Beane, Nani Bautochka

Photo 10: Bethany Goldpaugh

Many hands make light work!

Photo 11: Marisa Villarreal
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An Interview with Vivian and Carl Yettru
Margaret Howe

I first met Vivian and Carl on a summer Sunday morning in our sanctuary – in the middle of
worship. This lovely couple came to church expecting service to begin at the time listed on the
church website. Guess what – we were in summer worship time and never changed the
information on our website – and worship was happening – it was a summer service on the seven
streams of music – so lots of hymns. Vivian and Carl stayed and we had a conversation after
worship. I learned two important things that morning – keeping current the NPUMC worship
times and I really liked Vivian and Carl!
It is now ten years later – can you believe it – Carl and Vivian are very much a part of our
congregation – they have been residents at Woodland Pond for 10 years – and they just
celebrated 66 years of marriage. They have been involved in the life of NPUMC in every way
since that summer Sunday. They are people to celebrate – so we just presented them with Prayer
Blankets – “just because”. Now a bit more about this amazing couple - I asked them a series of
questions – and their responses make me smile – thank you Vivian and Carl for sharing with us!
How did you adapt from your own big home in Cornwall to the Woodland Pond and New Paltz
community?
Adapting to Woodland Pond and New Paltz - We had slowly been preparing for several years to
move from our big house. We had at least 2 huge yard sales where the profits were split with
Habitat. We were debating where to move - and when we'd visit our son, Jon, who lives in
Highland just over the New Paltz line – we’d read his newspaper, learned about Woodland Pond
and signed up! 4 years later we had not sold our house and almost took our names off the
Woodland Pond list. Our first house sale fell through when Hurricane Irene flooded the region
and flooded our basement. Woodland Pond came through and helped us out because here we
were, moving in here, but not having the money from a house sale. We were able to borrow the
money and a few years later a wonderful young couple purchased our 1893 Victorian farmhouse.
Our granddaughter graduated from SUNY New Paltz, so we had been here many times to take
her out to lunch, etc. So adjusting to the community was easy.
We brought too much "stuff" with us and are still sorting and deleting after 10 years here.
Tell us about Habitat – and your long involvement – which is why we at NPUMC are now
involved with Habitat.
Our involvement in Habitat for Humanity started when Carl read about a Habitat work event in
Vermont. We signed on and took our pop-up camper and worked on the project in Vermont. This
led to our travels to Michigan and twice to Florida to work on other projects. The people we
met were outstanding.
We were delighted when Newburgh had meetings about forming an affiliate there. Carl had
taught for many years in Newburgh and was very aware of the extreme need in the city. We went
to those meetings, and the rest is history. Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh has now
completed over 100 houses. We have worked on many of these builds. Part of the joy is getting
to know and work with the families that are getting the houses.
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When we started to attend NPUMC we learned Kathy Weiss had recently made inquiries about
helping at Newburgh HFH. We were able to get Kathy and NPUMC latched onto the 5th
Methodist Build house.
You are long time Kingswood (Kingswood – one of the United Methodist Camps in our
Conference) Campers – what is that history?
We first went to Kingswood in our VW bus when our 3 boys were small. We never moved the
bus for the whole week we were there, as we discovered we could walk to swimming, boating
and the barn. For the next several years we camped with friends from the Cornwall area.
A friend recommended us to be managers at KW. This involved spending two weeks
"managing" the family camp. The position included registering and caring for campers, planning
and leading nature hikes, campfires, worship services, etc. and overseeing camp maintenance. It
was a challenging two weeks -- but we did it for 14 years. We've camped there with our family
for many years. Kingswood still is a blessing in our lives.
Music is important to you – Carl has remembered and offered some amazing old hymns and
the stories behind them – why and how has music influenced you?
Carl says - "The message in many of the old hymns brings me joy and comfort through the
harmony and the words. Singing in the choir in the Cornwall church for many years was a
beautiful challenge which brought many blessings". Vivian says - "Music has been a part of my
entire life as I took piano and voice lessons as a child. From high school and college singing
groups, to church choirs, to the WP Pondaliers - I always try to be part of a singing group. I'm so
thankful that at age 90 I am still able to sing - and even hit a few high notes.
Family – what is the best advice you would openly give/gave – your sons and families and
what is the best advice you can give to us?
We do not really have any advice for others about how to raise their children. We always just
quietly tried to live our lives so that our sons would have role models to look up to. We tried to
love unconditionally, even when their hair was long and we didn't agree with their decisions.
Love was what bound us together and still is holding us close.
What makes you tick? You are always so positive. What is an important piece of your “faith
journey”?
I think it is our faith that guides us and lifts us up and gives us a positive outlook on life. Carl
mentions the influence of his Dad as a Congregational minister. And he has good memories of
when the NPUMC had us reading the Bible through. Viv feels that her faith has always been like
a rudder in her life - her belief in Jesus has guided and sustained her through the years. She
remembers her Mother's influence and the help of a Sunday School teacher. Vivian grew up in a
church and can remember where she was when she had this overwhelming feeling that Jesus was
her "friend" and she would never be alone. We both credit an Australian evangelist, Gloster
Udy, who led meetings at the Cornwall church, for helping us on our spiritual journey. We both
feel that our "faith journey" has always been a part of our lives. So many blessings! We are so
thankful!
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Financial News
Margaret Howe

Greetings my friends – I have been talking with you about finances over the
past several months – finances which are needed in order to continue for us
to do the important missions and ministries here on the corner of Main and
Grove. Many of you have offered comments and questions and concerns –
thank you for sharing. I think we need to understand that our current
financial situation is not unlike many other churches. However, how we
handle the situation – how we work through it and move forward will make the difference. We
need to see with new eyes…..new opportunities…new adventures…and perhaps new missions
and ministries – our lights will continue to shine bright. More on that a bit later.
In the meantime – we need to get through this fiscal year 2021. So…I am going to copy some of
what I put in the Charge Conference booklet… Yes, we are all working around – through – and
in COVID – and I think doing amazingly well in making sure we are providing worship
opportunities on three platforms – in person, ZOOM and facebook. Many of us attended a
workshop “Both/And” to help us better understand what we needed to provide the best
connections to one another. We received a grant $800 from NYAC and a full $800 match to
purchase the equipment. You will begin to see some changes in our technology. Thank you to
the ReOpening/Technology Team!
I think we are all aware that the majority of our fun(d) raising events involve food – we have
been blessed to be a church with ongoing food ministries. Food Supplement and 4th Sunday
Fresh Food Give-a-Way successfully continue. Our in person feeding ministry/mission is what
has been “on hold” – and will likely continue to be. It is not safe to have people sitting around
our tables and eating together – how sad. Yes, there are churches serving meals – we at New
Paltz UMC will not for the time being be one of them. Yes, we have people together in worship
with required masks. Yes, we had worship on the lawn – socially distanced and everyone still
wore masks. We will err on the side of safety – yours – mine – our neighbors…one of the three
simple rules – do no harm! Not doing Soup or Black Diamond Dinner results in a loss of, after
expenses, $4000 of income for our budget. We talked about creative fund raising – what are
they – when folks are already stressed and working beyond capacities just to exist.
We asked folks to think about “Adopting a Bill”. Thank you to those who answered the call.
Through September we received $4847 with gifts continuing to come. This certainly helps.
The fall brings the annual cost of boiler maintenance and elevator maintenance contract – total
cost $1222 – the elevator bill was adopted in October.
Through September we have met monthly expenses with the exception of Apportionments and
quarterly payments to the Trustees. Apportionments are the money assessed to NPUMC for the
costs of doing business as the United Methodist Church. We have paid our Apportionments in
full for the last 11 years. This money comes back to us in many ways – and one was the cost of
the technology training. In our next Newsletter I will talk more about Apportionments. The
Trustees use the budget money for the day to day building work that is required to keep our plant
running sufficiently. This cost is $1250 per quarter and we have not paid any yet this year. The
fall and winter will bring higher heating costs.
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Now a bit about Apportionments – it is about connectional giving – that is a uniqueness of
Methodism. It states in some of the Shared Apportionment Ministry material - Together we can
accomplish more than any one individual can! That’s what connectional giving, known as
Shared Ministry Apportionments, is all about. Apportionments are apportioned dollars to each
local church to pay for its shared expenses – again sharing the load. Each church is assessed
based on a standard formula; therefore fair for each church. Our Apportionments average
between $15,000 and $16,000 per year and we have paid in full for over eleven years. And
because we have paid we are eligible for full benefits of those payments and able to apply for
additional funding – and we have received grants!
Apportionment dollars and funding provide for…
 scholarship opportunities for our students within our conference and worldwide
 resources through website, newspaper, social media and so much more to keep us informed
across our district, conference and world
 provide for our annual and general gatherings – virtual or in person - where reports are
heard, petitions debated and voted on, missionaries are commissioned, clergy are ordained
and retired and we witness to what it means to be a United Methodist
 our archives and the commission on archives to create educational resources that share our
stories and preserve our history
 educational support to 13 United Methodist seminaries and 11 Methodist related historically
black colleges, clergy continuing educational opportunities, support of Africa University
where 1500 students from 22 countries can nurture their hope of becoming world leaders
 cost effective health care and pension for retired clergy
 annual health screenings and wellness initiatives for clergy
 opportunities to underwrite the work of laity throughout our conference
 opportunities for a quick response to disaster relief whether mucking out a basement or
installing sheetrock or listening to a homeowner’s story
 the staff and district superintendents of our annual conference
Now, that is a lot of stuff – which creates the Annual Conference Budget. It is hard to write
about it – we already live into much of this.
My appeal over the next two months is to be able to pay our Apportionments. If our
commitments are fulfilled we can meet all other expenses. One person committed their
annual commitment to apportionments – a $6000 pledge which is on target. That leaves
$10,000 to raise – in the last two weeks we have received significant gifts for this line –
would you be willing to help us meet this 2021 commitment? Please reach out to me.
I mentioned in the first paragraph that we need to see with new eyes…..new opportunities…new
adventures…and perhaps new missions and ministries – our lights will continue to shine
bright…this is probably the most important statement! You will all be invited to be part of that
discussion – so stay alert – and remember together we can do so much more – always with love
as the heart of the matter.
With Gratitude and Love,
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Let’s Celebrate

Happy Birthday!
Kristen Osterhoudt
Glenn Sohm
Suzanne Welch
Kate Hymes
Amy Mellor
Scott Lawton

November 5
November 9
November 15
November 20
November 24
November 24

Deb Dressel
Alex Bialy
Noelle Rappleyea
Darlene Montini
Cynthia Rappleyea
Regina Lawton
Brian Harding
Stephanie Laffin

December 2
December 4
December 4
December 7
December 8
December 17
December 20
December 26

Samantha Judge
Twana Lundin
Makayla Bennett
Pearl Lee
Jess Balog (Morhous)
Sue Ulrich

Happy Anniversary!
Linnea and Pat Masson
Sue and Jim Ulrich

December 23
December 27

January 19
January 24
January 28
January 28
January 28
January 29

We welcome your feedback. Email the church at newpaltzumc@gmail.com. It will be forwarded to Brenda Beane and
Kathy Weiss, current newsletter editors.
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