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Words from the Pastor 

L. Grace Harmon 

 

Sometimes it is easy to take our own work for granted. Recently someone 

who has a long and loving association with our church through community 

events was contemplating out loud to me what would be lost if this 

congregation was not in residence on the corner of Grove and Main Streets. 

It’s an important question to ask occasionally. In the pages of this newsletter 

are glimpses into just some of the many ways in which we connect to God, to 

our community, and to one another, forming a lacey pattern that binds us 

together in body and spirit.  

 

In the past few months we have continued to build our Free Fresh Food program with other local 

churches. We have created worship and study opportunities with our neighboring churches, too. 

Our tech becomes savvier by the week. Our Justice Outreach and Mission team has put together 

a wonderful series of sermons with expert guest speakers followed by insightful conversations. 

Of course our mitten tree is out, and our confirmands upped the game on keeping people warm 

with their sock drive. The confirmands also led worship in Spanish (the whole thing!) to help us 

see what it might be like for others coming to join us.  

 

This is a church of incredible vitality and relevance! We may be small in number, but we are 

long in reach.  If we weren’t on the corner of Grove and Main a lot would be lost. Our rainbow 

flags alone would be a loss – how many people need to know that they are loved and welcome in 

God’s house – welcome matters, even if it isn’t used. No mittens. No public displays of justice 

seeking ministry on the lawn, or happy toddlers emerging from Play School. Hungry neighbors. 

No Repair Café.  

 

Our virtual presence is harder to track, but also important in ways we may not always see. People 

are listening. We are reaching new people, and because what we say on Sunday aligns with all of 

these other things that we do, people are taking note. We may never gain all of the trust the 

institutions of church have stripped away, but I assure you, we are bearing witness to a way of 

following Jesus that even the most un-churchy people are seeing as refreshing, healing, and 

energizing.  

 

It is no secret that times are increasingly challenging for churches like ours. We aren’t pushy in 

sharing our faith. We prefer to do the thing rather than talk about it much. We’re pretty humble. 

Still – if you try a great new restaurant you tell people, right? All of the life and vitality in these 

pages? They represent the best banquet in town – food for the soul, manna for the journey, 

companions for the feast. We have what the world is hungry for, my friends. Someone you 

encounter this week needs to know what the little church on the corner of Grove and Main is 
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doing. We don’t need to be the best kept secret. Share this newsletter with a friend. Invite 

someone to tune in on a Sunday, join us for a small group, to knit with you for the mitten tree. 

Because what we do here matters so very much. It should be shared.  

 

 Reopening Update 

It is a decision no pastor, no church, 

wants to make: let's close the doors 

just in time for Christmas Eve. It was 

still the right decision. As I write 

this, there are 505 active cases of 

Covid in New Paltz, according to the 

County Dashboard. Projections indicate that we 

should be nearing the plateau of this variant, which 

likely means we can relax some of our restrictions 

sometime in February or March. We are looking 

forward to being able to have Repair Cafe next 

month along with  a special even that is still being 

developed. In this long stretch of winter it is always 

hard to remember, but spring is coming. We'll make 

it. Thank you so much for your patience, 

understanding, and flexibility as we continue to try 

to predict Covid's unpredictable path.  
 

  

 
 

 

Taizé began as a prayer form in the little village of 

Taize, France from an ecumenical community of 

Brothers founded by Brother Roger Lousi Schutz-

Marsauche in 1940.  It has been growing in 

popularity around the world since the beginning.  

Guidelines for the community’s life are contained in 

The Rule of Taizé written by Brother Roger and first 

published in 1954.  

 

Taizé continues to be one of the world’s most important sites of Christian pilgrimage especially 

for youth and young adults.  Data indicates that over 100,000 young people from around the 

world make these pilgrimages to Taizé each year for prayer, Bible study, sharing and communal 

work. Because of the community’s ecumenical attitude, young people are encouraged to live in 

the spirit of kindness, simplicity and reconciliation. 

 

Taizé is a simple and straight forward meditative form of prayer.  Participants are invited to 

repetitive music, scripture, silence and prayers – and in that find stillness and listen to the voice 

of God. Taizé Music has spawned a unique style of worship that has become popular in 

churches, retreat centers and seminaries throughout the world.  The singing of distinctive and 

much repeated prayer chants during candlelit prayer services is one of its trademarks.  The music 

highlights simple phrases, often lines from the Psalms or other pieces of scripture, repeated or 

sung in canon.  The repetition is designed to help the individual meditation and prayer. 

Let's Play Jeopardy 

Here are the answers….  
 
1. The answer is:  A longtime 

member of NPUMC who 
continues to provide financial 
support to the church’s mission 
and educational projects long 
after her death. 
See page 3 for the question 
 

2. The answer is:  Computers, 
cameras, microphones, sound 
systems, lighting, cables, internet, 
and routers. 
See page 6 for the question 
 

3. The answer is:  1060.  
See page 7 for the question 
 
 
 

 

Lee H. Pritchard 
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What about Taizé at New Paltz UMC.  Sometime during 

Bishop Jeremiah Park’s tenure as Bishop of the NYAC he 

challenged churches during one Lent (perhaps 2007) to 

provide a Taizé worship each week. We took that challenge 

and I fell in love with Taizé – the music, the form, the 

quietness, the scripture, the beauty!  After that Lenten season 

New Paltz began doing a Taizé monthly worship service – 

the third Wednesday of each month and we continue.  I do 

not believe we have missed a month! Attendance is not huge, 

however there is a strong group of regular attendees.  The 

worship is led by me at the piano and Margret as the worship leader.  The monthly service is 

based on the worship of the day at the Taize Community – it is current – the prayers and 

scriptures are the same as you would hear in France that given week.  We do pick our own music 

and chants.  

 

 During these past two COVID years the Taizé was on Zoom and Facebook.  And we have 

drawn some new people to the worship form. On a very practical level, Taizé is a calming, 

quieting, welcome respite from the craziness of this COVID world. On a spiritual level, it is 

transporting, almost mystical.  

 

Pope John Paul II said of Taizé and the Community, “the traveler stops, quenches his thirst, and 

continues on his way. The brothers of the community, you know, do not want to keep you. They 

want, in prayer and silence, to enable you to drink the living water promised by Christ, to know 

his joy, to discern his presence, to respond to his call, then to set out again to witness to his love 

and to serve your brothers and sisters.” 

 

And so “Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. Come and fill 

our hearts with your peace, Alleluia”.  Amen. 
 

Update from the McKnight Trust Committee 
Jane Ruback 

 

The McKnight Trust was established in 1997 by long-time 

member of the New Paltz United Methodist Church, Eloise 

McKnight, as a way for her to ensure her continued support for 

the church’s mission and educational projects long after her 

death.  

 

Eloise’s interest in developing this fund was to encourage the 

church’s mission and ministry, helping to grow faith, service 

and outreach in Christ’s name.  She envisioned the fund as a 

resource that would promote growth and personal discipleship 

and which would draw members of the congregation into 

participating and witnessing Christ’s work on earth. 

 

Eloise’s ideas about service and mission are aligned with the Vision Statement of the United 

Methodist Church and connected to the Church’s Mission Statement published in the United 

The Jeopardy Question 
Who was Eloise McKnight? 
 
The answer  
A longtime member of 
NPUMC who continues to 
provide financial support to 
the church’s mission and 
educational projects long 
after her death. 
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Methodist Discipline.  That statement begins, “Mission is witness to the God of Grace” and is 

connected to five essential dimensions-Proclamation, Evangelism, Incorporation, Nurture and 

Servanthood.  Important among these elements is the value of congregational participation in 

spreading God’s word, witnessing its impact on others and practicing the discipline of faith.   

 

The McKnight fund asks applicants to describe how their proposal fulfills the purposes Eloise 

expected the fund to support.  Additionally, applications are reviewed by members of the 

congregation through the McKnight Fund Committee and Administrative Board as extensions of 

the greater church body.  In this way we all have a part in supporting the activities these projects 

bring to the communities that need them. 

 

In the past year, 2021, the McKnight Trust provided support to for these projects: 

 

3/21 The McKnight Committee received a request for $500 from Sharon Roth on behalf of the 

St. Lazarus School in Dano, Burkina Faso, in order to pay salaries to the school’s teaching 

staff.   The application noted that the school served roughly 67% Christian and 33% Muslim 

students and that it offered them education which prevented them from being relegated to lives 

of slavery and bondage. 

 

3/21 The McKnight Committee received a request for $540 from Pearl Lee in order for 

Playschool to purchase bicycles from Community Playthings in Rifton, NY.  The funds 

helped to replace bicycles which were no longer usable. The funds enabled the school to 

purchase 2 bicycles at $270 each. 

 

9/21 The McKnight Trust Committee received a request for $3000 by the New Paltz UMC 

Supplemental Food Program, coordinated by Kathy Weiss and Nani Bautochka.  The request 

supported plans to provide 20 bags of supplemental food each month for farmworker families 

and 10 bags of supplemental food each month for senior citizens in need in 2022.   

 

11/21 McKnight Trust Committee received a request for $2010 from Mary Rappleyea and 

Felicia Rangel-Samponaro from the Sidewalk School. The school provides educational 

services and various supports to asylum seekers in towns located near the border of Mexico 

and the United States. The application outlined needs for specific help with sanitation, hygiene 

and washing stations. These funds were earmarked to pay for 3 portapotties and which were to 

be employed immediately. The Sidewalk School expected to be able to continue to operate the 

shelter for at least a year. 

 

Eloise would undoubtedly be pleased by the ways in which her gift has kept on giving 

throughout the years. Her wishes to ensure that our church carries on the work that Christ calls 

on us to do are surely fulfilled each year as her fund grows in value and in turn becomes 

available to support important work in God’s world.  We are blessed to have had Eloise in our 

Church family and to be able to honor her compassion and foresight in naming the New Paltz 

Church as a steward of her finest wishes. 

 

We give thanks, 

on behalf of the McKnight Trust Committee, 

 

Joan Gallagher, Pearl Lee, Lee Pritchard and Jane Ruback 
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Mitten Tree Ministry 
Kathy Weiss 
 

One of the heartwarming (and head, neck and hand warming) 

sights at the corner of Grove and Main streets in New Paltz is the 

mitten tree. For years, the mitten tree has been festooned with 

handmade hats, scarves and mittens created by members of the 

NPUMC community. 

 

In 2015, after selling lots and lots at the Alternative Giving Fair—a 

NPUMC fair focused on giving—and giving hats, mittens and 

scarves away, there were still many left over. 

 

What to do with them? Margaret Howe remembered that her 

grandmother, who had taught her to knit all those years ago, had started 

a mitten tree ministry at their church in Pleasant Valley. Main Street in 

New Paltz seemed a perfect place. Working with Pastor Bette and Linda 

Mellor, the mitten tree ministry was born. 

 

Hats, mittens and scarves are packaged with prayer in clear plastic bags. 

A card for the recipient, saying we care about them and the item was 

given with love, is enclosed and the bag is hung on the tree. That first 

year, approximately 200 packages were knitted, crocheted, or donated 

and given away. While we cannot know all the people who benefit, 

Margaret and I have had conversations with folks who have expressed 

their appreciation. 

 

And so, it continues. There have been many knitters and donators over 

the years. Currently, the majority of the knitting is done by Margaret, Nani Bautochka, Linda 

Mellor, and Suzanne Welch. They knit all year long, share patterns and would be happy to have 

you join this effort. From personal experience, I can assure you that they are great teachers and 

very supportive of all efforts. If knitting or crocheting is not 

your thing, you may want to purchase and donate an item. 

 

Everyone is invited to contribute a hat, scarf and/or mittens. If 

you want to contribute, leave your donation at the church or on 

the parsonage porch. 

 

If you are in need, check out the tree and take what you need. 

 

This year, in addition to winter wear, someone needed the tree.  

The week of Christmas 

Late at night 

Someone needed a tree and lights 

They cut the chain holding the tree     

Took outside lights from some of our neighbors 

We have replaced that tree with the tree you see. 

 Mitten Tree (2015) 

 Mitten Tree (2022) 
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The ministry continues sharing warmth and love with the greater New Paltz community. In 

addition to the tree, this season NPUMC has donated handmade hats, mittens and scarves to the 

Samsonville/Olivebridge United Methodist Church 24 hour pantry and to the Afghan refugees 

living in Ulster County. 

 

And remember Zoom Knitting Together…once a month. Email Margaret at 

marghowealto@gmail.com and she will send you the link. Knitting and crocheting…A Spiritual 

Discipline…A Joy…A Ministry…Fun!! 
 

Behind the Scenes:  Worship Tech  
Linda Mellor 
 

When executed smoothly, we hope that the Sunday morning service you participate in through 

Zoom, Facebook Live, or streamed from our church website is an engaging and worshipful 

experience, and that the beautiful words of our liturgy writers, inspiring messages from our 

pastor, and spirit-lifting hymns and music shine through.  We thank you for your grace and 

patience when the technology hiccups and things don't flow quite as we wanted. There are many 

pieces behind the scenes that need to work together:  computers, cameras, microphones, sound 

system, lighting, cables, internet, routers, and more.  With all of that in place and working, we 

then connect to Zoom, Facebook, and our 

website to bring this all to you in your 

favorite format.  And when we are able to 

physically be in the sanctuary, we want to 

provide a way to merge both 

our in-person and online community to have 

us all feel like we are worshiping together:  

Both/And hybrid worship. 

 

There are many different ways to fit all the 

technology pieces together, understand the 

capabilities of what we already have in place, 

learn new ways to do things, and research 

new equipment and software that may be 

worth investing in.  I would love to form a 

church tech team to share what I have learned, brainstorm new ideas, and share the load of 

performing the technical tasks to bring meaningful worship to everyone.   Let us know if you are 

interested in joining this team. 

 

 

There is always light, 
if only we're brave enough to see it, 
If only we're brave enough to be it. 

 
                                                                      …Amanda Gorman 

 
  

The Jeopardy Question 
What technology and tools are used to make 
Sunday morning worship at NPUMC work? 
 

The answer 

Computers, cameras, microphones, sound 
system, lighting, cables, internet, and 
routers.  
 

         *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Linda could use some help with all this tech 
to keep things running smoothly and to 
explore new / better ways of doing things! 
Please reach out if interested. 

mailto:marghowealto@gmail.com
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Socks, Socks, and more Socks! 
Kathy Weiss 
 

Matthew 25:35  “I needed clothes and you 

clothed me.” 

 

Matthew 25:38   “When Lord, when did we 

see you needing clothes and clothed you?” 

 

When we responded to Kaitlyn’s and Lyla’s 

campaign and gave socks! One thousand 

sixty socks at last count! 

 

 

 

 

Socks…the most needed clothing item. The 

socks were given to people of all 

ages...infants, children, teens, adults, some 

are people in shelters, some are refugees 

who are settling in this area.  Whatever the 

circumstances, socks were given to people 

in need in our home area.  

 

Thank you Lyla and Kaitlyn for bringing 

this need to our attention. Thank you for 

organizing and leading the effort to respond 

to the need, for leading us to respond to the 

Lord’s need, Matthew 25:35. 

 

A GOOD THING TO DO AND WHAT 

FUN TO SEE ALL THOSE SOCKS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Jeopardy Question 
How many socks did the NPUMC 
community give to those in need?  
 
The answer   
1060 !! 
 

 Blessing of the socks 
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Financial News 
Margaret Howe 
 

Thank you – thank you – thank you. We completed our 2021 finance 

obligations with success! All of our bills were paid.  You stepped to the 

plate and we were able to pay our apportionments in full.  We were able to 

give the Trustees half of what we anticipated giving them.  I will give you 

some statistics later.  It was a difficult financial year for New Paltz UMC as 

well as with most churches as we all worked through and worshipped 

through COVID. 

 

COVID - we had hoped was “going away” and then the variants appeared – Delta and Omicron – 

and the issues began again – we had opened for in person worship – then closed and reopened – 

and on Christmas Eve closed again.  And, through it all so much happened –   

o worship EVERY Sunday using Zoom and Facebook (and in person when we could) 

o weekly Hymn-a-Long with Lee 

o monthly Taizé worship 

o experimented with Communion on the Lawn 

o weekly Vi Cole Book Study 

o ongoing Bible Studies 

o frequently Knitting Together 

o studying racism issues with BLM-Small Group 

o weekly tai-chi 

o Repair Café when possible  

o confirmation class 

o monthly Fresh Food Give-a-way on the lawn  

o monthly Food Supplement  

o planting and weeding harvesting at our community garden site 

o ongoing connections from the Care Team 

o phone calls and email blasts 

o ecumenical studies and an ecumenical Christmas Eve Worship  

– we are doing ministry and mission work here on the corner of Main and Grove. 

 

We have continued and continue to upgrade our technology – in the sanctuary for worship and in 

the building.  Thanks go to Linda Mellor for doing the work and to the Annual Conference and 

individual financial gifts for the allowing the purchase of equipment.  Linda does want and needs 

someone to become a techie and her backup.  Let us know! 

 

What we have not been able to do during the past two years of COVID and for the foreseeable 

future is our in person/onsite food ministries, which are also fund raisers.  Our concern and care 

for the safety of ourselves and guests is the reason.  And, this is where we saw the financial gap. 

 

Only one of our 12 Step groups has returned.  Camerata Chorale and Poné have not done any 

concerts in the last two years.  PlaySchool is not yet to full capacity and as they return they will 

go back to their normal maintenance fee.   

 

We continue to receive income from monies invested by our Trustees.  We are very fortunate to 

have Trustees who understand how to invest so that we have money for big projects like roof 

replacements or heating plant work.  And, that a piece of the investment plan and formulas 
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provide yearly income to the operating budget.  When Dan Ruback wants to talk about Planned 

Giving – pay attention!  We have been the beneficiaries of many wonderful gifts.  The annual 

amount to the Operating Budget was critical to us these last two years. 

 

A success for NPUMC was creating the OnLine Giving opportunities through VANCO! Regular 

giving and gifts can now be done via a bank account or 

credit card online through a safe and secure company.  

Some data:  

o 15% of the 2021 committed giving was done 

online.   

o In addition, over $5000 of gifts were given by 

“new givers” over the year, people who have 

now joined us as regular worshippers or 

appreciated the hymn-a-longs or Taizé or 

joined a study.   

o In some cases, former members who have 

moved away are participating in the NPUMC 

ministries.   

This is all good and perhaps would never have happened! 

 

In addition to your annual commitments to the church budget – for 2021 the commitment from 

the stewardship campaign was $86,000.  The actual amount received was $81,173 or 94% 

of what was committed.  In a COVID year – thank you.  The money not received was a result 

of circumstances we could not control.  In addition to this commitment many of you “adopted a 

bill” ($5609) and gave “an Apportionment gift” ($5450) – thank you. These commitments 

and extra gifts remind me that we are living our “membership commitment” which says “….will 

you be loyal to the United Methodist Church and uphold it by your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, your services and your witness.”  We at NPUMC are doing all of this!!!! 

 

We are now in 2022 and COVID is still among us.  The Finance Committee and Administrative 

Board have been discussing the Operating Budget and how we will manage this year.  Soon, you 

will receive your 2021 Statement and the 2022 Financial Stewardship Letter with a request for 

your 2022 Commitment.  Once we know the commitment level for 2022, we can make some 

decisions concerning our financial outlook for the year.   

 

COVID has certainly an impact on all things financial.  Please look at your commitment 

opportunity and find some time to be in prayer as you make your decisions for NPUMC in 2022.  

What is that right scripture – which reflects our thanks – our concerns – our joys – how is God 

asking us to be in mission and ministry on the corner of Main and Grove. And so….  

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Amen. 

 

With Gratitude and Thanksgiving 

 

  

Giving of gifts 
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Gifting to the Church 
Dan Ruback 

 
Using Appreciated Stock 

One way to make a gift to the Church, either to fulfill your pledge or make a gift to the 

Endowment or to a particular ministry, is to give stock that has increased in value (appreciated) 

since you purchased it.  This method of giving has tax advantages in that you will not have to 

pay capital gains tax on the amount the stock has increased and you will be able to deduct from 

your taxes the market value of the stock at the time of the gift.  Since the New Paltz UMC does 

not have a brokerage account, we utilize the United Methodist Frontier Foundation to process 

stock gifts to the Church.   

 

Here is how to do it. 

 

BEFORE MAKING A GIFT:  Please contact the United Methodist Frontier Foundation (UMFF) 

to let them know your plan to make a gift of stock. They need to ensure that when the securities 

are transferred to their broker, they can easily identify your gift.  Contact Maureen Palumberi, 

Finance Manager at 914-615-2239 or mpalumberi@umff.org  or Ellen Knudsen, Executive 

Director at 914-615-2238 or eknudsen@umff.org.  They also have Sample Letters that you can 

use to send to your Financial Advisor and to your church. Please send them a copy of the gift 

letter that you send to the church.  

 

TRANSFERRING SECURITIES:  The easiest way to gift securities to your church is by 

instructing your Financial Advisor to make an electronic transfer to the United Methodist 

Frontier Foundation’s account held by Morgan Stanley. Contact the UMFF to obtain their 

Morgan Stanley account number.  

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?  Once the securities are deposited into the UMFF Morgan Stanley 

account and sold, UMFF will receive the net proceeds and subsequently will send a check for the 

same amount to the United Methodist Church or ministry that you designated. Any costs and fees 

charged by Morgan Stanley will be deducted from the selling price of the securities to arrive at 

the net proceeds. The Frontier Foundation does not charge any fee for their services in the sale of 

the stock. The UMFF will send you a letter when they send the proceeds to the church. The 

church should acknowledge your donation once they receive the check from the Foundation. Do 

not hesitate to contact us with any questions about the procedures. 
 

Using IRA Distributions

In the last newsletter, you were reminded that minimum annual distributions are required from 

your IRA at some point.  These reminders usually go out at year end and are about distributions 

not already taken, but the distributions can be used anytime during the year and could be a way 

to fulfill your pledge to the Church using income that is not taxed.  This might be of value to you 

if you claim the standard deduction on your taxes rather than itemizing where charitable 

donations are listed.  If you wish to make a nontaxable gift, it has to go directly from the IRA to 

the Church.  Please contact your financial advisor for details on how to do this.  Thank you. 

 

 

A thought from Eileen Domer… 

                                                 Today's gifts are many  
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Snapshot of Methodism in New Paltz, 1800 

Anna Louise Bates, Church Historian 

 

What does it mean to become a Methodist?  The answer to that question has 

changed drastically over time.  In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 

when the Methodist church was new, it was perceived as an experimental 

church, wherein profound conversion experiences marked the entry of new 

souls to local churches.  Following that experience, often inspired by 

enthusiastic preaching by an early circuit rider, the newly converted would 

spend two years on probation, attending regular services and meeting with 

other “seekers” in weekly classes.  If, at the end of their probation, the 

resident elder and the local congregation welcomed them, they were admitted to full membership 

in the local church. 

 

Those early conversion experiences are the topic of this piece.  Perusing the memoirs of early 

circuit riders in New Paltz, I came across this description of an incident at the home of a local 

family.  The story is in the journal of Elijah Woolsey, who preached in New Paltz in 1800.   

 

“One Sabbath evening I preached at New-Paltz, and after preaching went to my sister’s (Phoebe 

Deyo) to lodge but had not been there long before a young man came in great haste on 

horseback up to the door.  In an instant he dismounted, and hastened into the house, all in a 

flood of tears.  We were much alarmed, fearing some accident had happened in the 

neighbourhood.  … As soon as he could speak he said, “Do come over to my father’s – the Lord 

is there.”   

  

Woolsey followed the unnamed young man to his home.  Consider carefully the scene he 

encountered: 

 

“… [A]s we drew near the house (we) heard the people crying and praying within.  … When we 

entered the house the first one we took notice of was a young woman named Elizabeth, who had 

been converted about three months before, lying on the floor, with her hands stretched up toward 

heaven, crying, “Glory,” as loud as she could.   The next was the young man who came for us.  

He was kneeling by the bedside, and his brother, a lad of about twelve years of age, was kneeled 

down by his side praying for him.  In the middle of the house was the mother, and her daughter, 

a little girl of about ten years of age, with her arms around her mother’s neck, praying for her.  

In the chimney corner was another daughter on her knees, crying for mercy.  When I beheld all 

this, I stood astonished for some minutes.” (Coles R. G., The Supernumerary: or, Lights and 

Shadows of Itinerancy Compiled from the papers of Rev. Elijah Woolse, 1845, pp. 64-65) 

 

Satisfied that his preaching had borne fruit, Woolsey concluded his journal entry: “Thus the 

work of the Lord began in that place.” 

 

To a reader in 2022, this sounds like a strange scene indeed!  In 1800, though, it was a sure sign 

of God’s presence in a family or community.  The story, I think, calls us to remember our own 

conversions.  Were our hearts strangely warmed?  Did we experience a kind of cathartic moment 

like the members of this local family?  I suspect not.  And reading this description today, 

huddled in my office where I seldom venture out to live church services for health reasons 

known to all of us, I wonder whether we can recapture some of that early enthusiasm.   
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Justice, Outreach, and Mission - Social Justice Series 
Stephanie Parsons 

 

The month of January brought a wide range of Social Justice issues to the worship services at 

New Paltz UMC.  In a series designed by the Anti-Racist Congregation Exploratory Team, each 

Sunday we welcomed a guest preacher and focused on a topic with deep and resounding impact 

in our society:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They challenged us to look at these issues within our church, our community, and ourselves.  

They started the conversation. We would like to continue it.  
 

During February, we would like to hear from you.  Please send us your feedback and your 

questions so we can address them in a congregational discussion.  The Anti-Racist Congregation 

Exploratory Team, under the Committee on Justice, Outreach, and Mission, is committed to 

using this time to examine what we have done and look to the future, but it begins with looking 

at ourselves within the larger picture.  What were your thoughts on our worship series?  Where 

did you find yourself curious?  Surprised?  Uncomfortable?  What made you think, “really?,” or, 

possibly more importantly, “No, that’s not me...”?   

Share your thoughts by sending an email to newpaltzumc@gmail.com and include “JOM” in the 

subject line.  How can we, as individuals and as a church community, move toward the continual 

work of being an Anti-Racist congregation?   
 

 
  

 Rev. Ximena Diaz-Varas 

 Frederick Brewington 

Carol Barton 

Education 

Incarceration 

Economic Injustice 

and Unemployment 
 

Photo 
Not 

Availalble 
 

Medical/Mental Health Access 

 Betty Gannon 
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Church Lay Leadership for 2022 

A big THANK YOU to our church leadership!  We appreciate all that they do… and they do a 

lot!  All our leaders from 2021 are continuing in their same roles for 2022.  In these turbulent 

times, we are minimizing change where we can!  

 

Here is the list of our church leaders from the current Charge Conference Booklet.   

 

Administrative Council Chairperson    Steve Rappalyea  

 

Recording Secretary      Stephanie Parsons  

 

Lay Leaders       Karen Seyfert and Kate Hymes  

 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson    Marisa Villarreal  

 

Finance Chairperson      Margaret Howe  

 

Treasurer       Margaret Howe  

 

Financial Secretary      Sharon Roth  

 

Membership Secretary     Margaret Howe  

 

Lay Members to Annual Conference    Anna Bates and Ann Craig  

Alternates:  Linda Mellor and Sharon Roth  

 

Justice Outreach and Mission Coordinators   Aimee Ciarimboli and Stephanie Parsons  

 

Church and Society (Not CBCS)    Millie Meyer  

 

Church Historian      Anna Bates  

 

Sunday School Facilitator     Elizabeth Harding  

 

Safe Sanctuary Officers     Linda Mellor and Linda Loomis 

 

Play School Representative    Pearl Lee 

 

Planned Giving      Dan Ruback 

 

Board of Trustees President      John Bautochka 

 

 

 

Also, a big THANK YOU to all our church members and friends for all that they do. 

We are the church! 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

Feb 5  Charley Loomis 

Feb 6  Nancy Vance 

Feb 8  Pat Wager 

Feb 11  Julie Edwards-Ransom 

Feb 13  Linnea Masson 

Feb 14  Steve Rappleyea 

Feb 15  Ian Costley 

Feb 16  Elizabeth Dressel 

Feb 19  Aimee Ciarimboli 

Feb 20  Sarah Bautochka 

Feb 25  Marisa Villarreal 

 

March 1 Herb Witz 

March 2 Kim Haughton 

March 2 Margaret Howe 

March 6 Art Mellor 

March 8 Katelyn Welch 

March 9 Kathy Pells Mulchay 

March 13 Tiresias Lundin 

March 15 Brenda Beane 

March 15 Karen Seyfert 

March 17 Patricia Buchanan 

March 22 Christine Ransom 

March 23 Maggie Rappleyea 

March 27 Sam Reiss 

March 28 Landen Sanchez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

 

April 6  Susan McNaughton 

April 7  Lee Pritchard 

April 7  Ryan Wager 

April 15 Jacqueline Vedder 

April 19 Helen Karsten 

April 23 Kim Rosenmeier 

April 27 John Carraturo 

April 27 Gene Regan 

April 30 Alec Rappleyea 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

Feb 16  Dianna and Paul Smith 

   

March 29 Kate Hymes and  

Bill Flanagan   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

We welcome your feedback. Email the church at newpaltzumc@gmail.com.  It will be forwarded to Brenda Beane and 
Kathy Weiss, current newsletter editors. 

Let’s Celebrate 

mailto:newpaltzumc@gmail.com

