March 2022
Words from the Pastor
L. Grace Harmon

It is always challenging to get people to lean into the idea of Lent. After all,
no one wants to spend any time, let alone 40 days, deliberately in a
wilderness space, an attitude of reflection and repentance. It is always a big
ask, all the more so after the last years of social isolation and uncertainty,
when it feels like we have been in the longest Lent of all time. Plus, the days
are getting longer, the first hints of the crocuses are coming up, and we really
want to lighten up, not hunker down.
So, what if we had a different kind of Lent? What if we were to spend this time naming how we
have changed, what we have lost, how we feel lost? Then, for each and every naming, we
commit to having some possible outcome to offer up for Easter. Perhaps we could spend Lent
trading our sorrows, as the song puts it.
After so long in our own little wildernesses, it can be really hard to come back together. It is
even harder because we know nothing will ever be the same, and we aren’t sure we want to
know what will take the place of what we remember. And maybe it’s just me, but there is a
lethargy, a fatigue after all of these months holding our breath, literally and figuratively.
As is so often the case, identifying the problem illuminates the cure. Now is the time to trade our
sorrows. I like that image because to trade them does not pretend we do not have them. We can
honor all of the things we have lived through even as we first look for and then embrace new life.
We need each other in this journey. We need one another to help discern what we should
embrace and what we should let go of, to know if we are trading our sorrows for new life, or
different sorrows. We need each other, because the miracle of community is that it can magnify
and multiply our dreams. There is very little better to trade a sorrow for than a dream.
This all sounds very abstract, but it can be very, very practical: dreaming of where we want to
put our energies in ministry, celebrating the new gifts we have discovered among us, embracing
the signs of vitality in our midst: baptisms, confirmands, new members, and even a wedding to
which we look forward. The answer to our lethargy is to let go and embrace the new life we are
being offered by the grace of God.
Spring is coming. And by doing our Lenten work we will be obstacle free to embrace it
wholeheartedly. Looking forward to new life with you!
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Small Group Gatherings / Dream Team Talks
The gatherings, as Pastor Grace puts it… “to help discern what we should embrace and what we
should let go of, to know if we are trading our sorrows for new life, or different sorrows…” have
begun. Some are on zoom, some are in-person. All are welcome. Please sign up with Pastor
Grace or Margaret Howe, especially for the zoom meetings to get the link.
The schedule is
Sunday 3/13 (at church) from 11-12:30 pm
Thursday 3/17 from 7-8:30 pm
Friday
3/18 from 9-10:30 am
Thursday 3/24 from 7-8:30 pm
Sunday 3/27 (at church) from 11-12:30 pm
Tuesday 3/29 from 7-8:30 pm
Reopening Update
In-person worship began again on Sunday
February 27th. Please come to the corner of Main
and Grove St in New Paltz to celebrate with us.
Or, you may continue to worship with us remotely
on zoom, facebook, or live-streaming from our
website NPUMC - New Paltz United Methodist Church
(newpaltzumc.org).

Gardening for Fresh Food Give Away
Speaking of Spring and new beginnings...
Our garden plot awaits tilling.
Seedlings of lettuce and kale are growing.
Our dream is lots of fresh vegetables to be given
away. Volunteers are needed.
Contact Carol Bialy if you can help.

Let's Play Jeopardy
Here are the answers….
1. The answer is: Already in 2022,
the trustees had to spend $5,648
on this repair.
See page 3 for the question.

2. The answer is: $97,780
See page 5 for the question.
3. The answer is: A longtime
member of our church who passed
away in 2009 who happens to be
mentioned twice in this newsletter.
See page 7 for the question.
4. The answer is: An East Texas

native who has pastored 6
churches in the Hudson Valley,
directed Camp Epworth, and
currently oversees 97 churches in
an 8 county area.
See page 9 for the question.

(845) 331-8326
Carolbee@hvc.rr.com

Today… and
our dream for
“tomorrow”
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Trustees - No Dinner Chicken Dinner Fundraiser
Kathy Weiss

The No Dinner Chicken Dinner has become a very popular way for the NPUMC Trustees to
raise money for essential building repairs and maintenance. While Trustees deal with
maintenance throughout the year, in the Spring we do a complete building walk-around and
identify needed repairs and projects.
NPUMC used to have a corned beef and cabbage
dinner, sometime around St. Patrick’s Day each
year, to raise needed Trustee funds… lots of
potato peeling, preparation and clean-up. Then, it
seemed lots of places were doing corned beef and
cabbage dinners, so we switched to having a
chicken dinner sometime in the Spring. We had
several years of terrific chicken dinners! Thank
you Linda Mellor and crew for all that work!
Times change, lifestyles change. Church dinners
no longer fit into many of our lifestyles. Not only
the work… although peeling 70 pounds of
potatoes is noteworthy… but the scheduling, the
family demands, needing to be here and there.
The Trustees recognized these changes… what
stayed the same was and is the need for funds for
essential maintenance and repairs. So, the idea for
The No Dinner Chicken Dinner was hatched!
(Sorry, I could not resist.) Transition…
transition… transition… Open to new ideas and
new ways. The first chicken saving non-dinner
was in 2018. This has been very popular raising
several thousand dollars each year to complete
projects like repairing the lift, the boiler, and the sanctuary ceiling. This winter, it was necessary
to clean out and replace a sewer line at a cost of $5,648!
The Jeopardy Question
What was cleaning out
and replacing a sewer
line to the parsonage?
The answer
Already in 2022, the
trustees had to spend
$5,648 on this repair.

Now, for 2022, repairs and projects are still needed to maintain
the building and property as we start to welcome people back
in person.
So….. No set up… No potato peeling and other prep work…
No clean-up… No juggling schedules to try to show up…
No animals harmed….
YES to the need for folks to give money. Whether you give by
check, on-line, or cash, please be sure to designate your
contribution for the Trustees’ fund.

Have a great Spring! As you do home Spring chores, see a chicken or a little marshmallow
peep… think No Dinner Chicken Dinner and please make a donation.
3

My Role as Lay Leader
Karen Seyfert
Every United Methodist church is supposed to have a person designated as “The Lay Leader.”
As I see it, the Methodist church needs each local church to have a lay leader for two reasons.
First, to work with Staff Parish Relations Committee to ease the transitions between old and new
pastors since the church moves pastors around. Second, in most churches, the Lay Leader casts
the lay person vote at Annual Conference. Our church has designated two members, Anna Bates
and Ann Craig, to be our lay representatives at annual conference. Anna brings her expertise in
history and her strong sense of justice. Ann brings her theological knowledge and her experience
of working with United Methodist Women. We are lucky to have them both representing us.
The lay leader is supposed to know all the business of the local church, the gifts and issues of its
members, and the pastor. To this end, the lay leader is a voting member of the church council
(aka administrative board), finance committee, lay leadership (aka nominations), and staff parish
relations committees. Lay leaders are encouraged to become Certified Lay Servants and to
continue to educate themselves by attending training opportunities offered by the Catskill
Hudson District.
In most churches, the lay leader is to be a link between the larger church, district and annual
conference, and the members, helping to spread the word of district and conference trainings,
communications and events. In our church, these communications are ably handled by Margaret
Howe.
I have appreciated the fact that as designated Lay Leader that I am to meet regularly with the
pastor. From this contact, I have been able to volunteer for several projects that have captured
my imagination. This has been very rewarding for me.
One of the most fun jobs I have taken on as Lay Leader was putting on a Seder in the church. I
had a pretty steep learning curve but I pulled it off. We did the whole ceremony with multiple
little glasses of sparkling grape juice. We hid the matzah and set a place for Elijah. After the
ceremony, we sat around and enjoyed each other.
Because my lifestyle includes long summers at the family ranch, Pastor Grace and I decided it
would be good to have two Lay Leaders, and Kate Hymes was invited to be our second. Kate
has been a support for our pastor and our church, leading small groups like the Black Lives
Matter group and providing suggestions for the poetry with which we open our service every
Sunday. Her duties have recently been cut somewhat due to family illness.
As I suspected, reading over The Role of the Lay Leader in the Book of Discipline has led me to
remember all the ways I do not measure up to the high standards set for this job. For example, I
would like to find new ways to recognize the various ministries of all our members in the church
and in their daily lives. But overall, I really enjoy the job of Lay Leader. Two perks are
especially attractive to me. I get to be in the know, and I get to help out when I can. Best of all is
the chance to work with Pastor Grace. She is very positive and encouraging. From the beginning,
my Lay Leader task was significantly lightened by many capable people. I am grateful.
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Financial News
Margaret Howe

I began the last newsletter article with “thank you – thank you – thank you”
and I begin this one the same way. The thank you is for your response to our
yearly Financial Stewardship Campaign. It was successful! We have folks
committing for the first time – we have folks who increased commitments
and we have the strong and steady group of committed givers. Your
commitments totaled $97,780. NPUMC did approve for 2022 a deficit
budget. The deficit is $10,500 which is the amount we usually bring in with Fun(d) Raising
events. At the moment, we have not restored our fund raising events and are still working on
creative ways to do ministry and mission which has a financial by-product. If each of you is able
to keep current on your commitments we can remain strong and then seek what we need. You
have been so very generous. We are a bright spot on the corner of Main and Grove. Thank you.
The Finance Committee and Administrative Board will
keep a watchful and prayerful eye on our operating
finances. I can hear and see Fran Hasbrouck and Selden
Spencer – they were always optimistic about finances –
I pray that they look down on us with smiles for what
we are doing at NPUMC – it is good!
Fran

Selden

As you may have heard Repair Café is doing a major fund raising
event at the church in late April – a rummage sale! There is lots of
advertising out there and this is being organized by others – we
provide the space. The purpose is to raise funds to hire someone to
replace the organizing work that our beloved John Wackman did. And
Repair Café will be giving the church a fee for using the space – it is
fair and good. In addition, we, the church, will do some sort of
concession that day – details still being developed – and the income
will be for NPUMC. So…. come and support both Repair Café and
NPUMC – it is good!
The Jeopardy Question
What is the amount of
money pledged for our
church’s operating budget
as a result of the Financial
Stewardship Campaign?

John

Twelve Step groups are beginning to ask about coming back.
One has returned. A second one will start up or may have
started as you are reading this. Over the two years of COVID,
the 12 step groups have found some innovative ways to stay
together – and yes they have become zoom experts. The fact
that our church is internet connected means they can do zoom
meetings from our space as well – it is good!

The answer
$97,780

I think the Trustees have somewhere in this newsletter talked
about the “No Dinner Chicken Dinner” – this is to remind
you that you can make your donation OnLine – or invite your friends to make it OnLine. When
the question is asked where you want your money to go click “Fun(d) Raising” and the money
will go directly to the Trustees. This is an important event for the Trustees – not the Operating
Budget – however we are all in this together - it is good!

5

COVID is still here and it looks like COVID issues will be part of everything we do. However,
more importantly, it is that we are still here…we are still doing God’s work – all of us – it is
good!
Spring is approaching – and Carol Bialy and friends will be planting in the garden to produce the
summer “fresh food”. Want to help them weed? Nice weather is coming – maybe some worship
on the lawn? Just because it is summer – do not put your knitting needles away – we need to
replenish the box for next year – maybe an evening of knitting on the lawn? I could go on and on
– will stop rambling. I love my church and church family! As we vision – let us be open to the
spirit blowing the winds of God’s love and light and ideas – it is good!
With Gratitude and Thanksgiving,

Margaret
My Favorite Hymn
Lee H. Pritchard

Lee’s Favorite Hymn……well this month I am asking you about your favorite hymn(s)!!!
I love to play hymns on the piano! For me it
is a time of musical prayer! I play wrong
notes and modulate to the right note and I
know God smiles on me when that happens
as even at my age we are constantly moving
on to perfection. Did you know we have
been doing the Wednesday “Hymn-a-long”
since March of 2020? Did you know that if
you miss a week you can find it on the
NPUMC website? Did you know that if I do
go to my house in central New York we pick
a session from the archives? Did you know
or can you tell that I love doing the weekly
“Hymn-a-long”?
My question to you –
What is your favorite hymn(s) and why?
My charge to you –
from March 20 through April 30 email to the church (newpaltzumc@gmail.com) your ‘favorite
hymn and why’. It may be from one of the three hymnals we use – or it might not be in which
case we will try to find it. Yes, you can give more than one – however you must tell why it is a
favorite or important to you. Starting in June, I will highlight one or two or three of these hymns
in the weekly “Hymn-a-long”. At this moment, I am not sure of those details, however, I can say
it will happen.
Are you in? I hope so!
With Music, Lee
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New Paltz Methodists Honor Veterans and Service Members
Anna Louise Bates, Church Historian

The New Paltz Methodist Church historically celebrates and supports
military veterans and active service members. This is particularly clear in a
news article from the May 30, 1946 New Paltz Times. The article describes
a celebration given by the church’s Service Flag Committee (which worked
at spreading cheer to members of the church who were in the military) for
those who served in World War 2.
Honored servicemen each stood and gave their name, branch and division of
service, to rounds of sincere and heartfelt applause. Clearly, these service members meant much
to the church community:
As each stood it was somewhat difficult to see in these seasoned veterans the young lads
(and lass, there was one WAC, Dorothy McCormick) who came so faithfully to Sunday
School and the Epworth League only a few short years ago. (New Paltz Times, May 30,
1046)
Besides McCormick, honored veterans included George
Smith, Edwin Curtis, Donald Wiseman, Leslie Oakley,
Herbert Wyndham, Kenneth DePuy, George Lowe, William
Lowe, Francis Hasbrouck, George Brannen, Harold Van de
Voort, Maurice Miller, Herbert Van Sicklen, Jr., and Earl
Crans.
The gala event featured a Virginia ham dinner and an
impressive entertainment program that included group
songs, skits, and vocal and instrumental solo performances.

The Jeopardy Question
Who is Fran Hasbrouck?
The answer
A longtime member of our
church who passed away in
2009 who happens to be
mentioned twice in this
newsletter.

At this time of renewed hostilities in Europe in the form of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, we
pray that things will not escalate to another devastating World War. We are also reminded of our
congregation’s commitment to honor those who serve our nation.
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GIVE TO UKRAINE
The NYAC is recommending two relief efforts through
Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church
and
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).
*** 100% of your donation reaches your chosen mission project or ministry ***
Use the links below to donate directly
or
write a check to NPUMC with Ukraine / Advance # in memo field
(if Advance # not specified donations will be split between the two)
Advance #14053A: Eurasia In Mission Together – Ukraine and Moldova
Donations to this Advance account will be quickly transferred to the bank account
of the UMC of Ukraine, which has a system in place to retrieve these donations,
put them to immediate use, and provide reporting on the usage of these funds.
To donate, go to: Eurasia in Mission Together
Advance #982450: UMCOR International Disaster Response
Donations to this Advance account will be directed to UMCOR, which is
already partnering with agencies on the ground in Eastern and
Central Europe to assist those displaced by the fighting.
To donate, go to: UMCOR International Disaster Response
Donations to this account should be designated “for Ukraine”.
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Interview with Rev Karen Monk, Our District Superintendent
Rev Karen Monk
A note from the editors: This was an email interview. We provided
the questions and Rev Monk graciously answered them. It is a
wonderful addition to our newsletter. Thank you Rev Monk for
taking the time to share with us!

Please share a little about yourself.
I am a country preacher, who loves my family, football, jazz and
dogs. Time spent outdoors restores me – gardening, hiking in the
mountains, on Lake George with my spouse and step-daughter, or
walking the pasture in Texas with my brother.
As I shared in my installation service in September, 2019, my
Rev Karen Monk and
favorite childhood book was My Side of the Mountain (by Jean
Craighead George). Growing up in rural East Texas, the Catskills her dog London Rose
sounded like a magical land – like Narnia. I first came to the magical Catskills and the Hudson
Valley in 1989, via Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York. In the years since, I
have served six churches, and as Director of Epworth Camp & Retreat Center.
The Jeopardy Question
Who is Rev Karen Monk?
The answer
An East Texas native who has
pastored 6 churches in the
Hudson Valley, directed Camp
Epworth, and currently oversees
97 churches in an 8 county area.

I love being United Methodist. Our grace-filled theology,
the Wesleyan synergy of “personal piety” and “social
holiness” – coupled with our rich hymnody and love of
good food and coffee – are things I celebrate. Wesley’s
admonition “Unity in the essentials, diversity in the nonessentials, and charity in all things” stakes out a broad
tent for gathering. No church, no denomination is
perfect; we are all redeemed by the unfailing grace of
God.

What is the job of a District Superintendent? What do you do? What occupies most of your
time? What does a day in the life of a DS look like?
The Book of Discipline states that the District Superintendent is the “chief missional strategist.”
For me, this means prayerfully keeping an overview of the 97 churches in the eight-county area
that is the Catskill Hudson District, as well as connecting individually with churches and pastors.
As a member of the Cabinet of the New York Annual Conference, this overview extends to the
mission and ministry of all of our NYAC churches.
My days vary, almost as much as a pastor’s days vary. Every day begins with prayer, coffee and
the news of the world. After that, it’s phone calls, emails, ZOOM meetings, and – finally! – inperson gatherings. In the spring, much of my work centers around the making of appointments –
the discernment process of matching churches and pastors. The fall is filled with Church
Conferences. Year-round, my work includes working with lay leadership to equip and resource
our churches; supporting and supervising the work of the pastors; and shepherding vital mergers,
and all significant property matters. As a pastor at heart, I love being invited to share in worship,
study or celebration with our churches. Finally, as a member of the Cabinet, I spend anywhere
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from 3 to 9 days each month, worshipping and meeting with the Cabinet, engaged in our shared
work.
What is your favorite hymn? Why?
Tough question! I grew up singing from Heavenly Highway Hymns in my grandparents’
missionary Baptist Church, singing church camp songs, along with singing from the 1968
Methodist Hymnal and the old “Cokesbury hymnal.” Out of that wealth of music, I’d narrow it
to two favorites: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown.” “Great
Is Thy Faithfulness” is such a celebration of God’s mercies that are “new every morning”
(Lamentations 3:22-23), and through all the seasons and changes of our lives. “Come, O Thou
Traveler Unknown” retells the story of Jacob wrestling in the night with the messenger of God.
Many of us have wrestled through long nights with God, and then found ourselves blest, and also
changed.
What is a favorite scripture? Why?
I grew up in a Bible memory program, and I find that scriptures readily arise in my thoughts. In
general, I love the Psalms as a prayer book; the Gospels for learning the way of Jesus; and the
letter to the Philippians as a grace-filled reflection on life, and a leader’s encouragement from the
heart to the community of faith.
What do you do for fun?
Our family loves music, theater, travel, football and hanging out at home with our dogs (London
and Luna) and cats (Tux and Stormy).
What would you like people in this district to know?
You are loved, and you make a difference. I am humbled and awed by the faithful, resilient
witness of our communities of faith. We are small membership churches, with generous spirits
and a passionate seeking of God’s gracious reign in our midst. It is a daily privilege to serve
alongside you as your District Superintendent.

Prayer Blanket Ministry Update
The latest recipients of prayer blankets from the NPUMC
Prayer Blanket Ministry were Margaret Howe and Lee
Pritchard. The blankets are an expression of our love and
support for them. We appreciate all that they do for us.
This is an ongoing ministry. We always need more squares!
This is a great way to use up those scraps of yarn. Don’t
knit or crochet? This is an easy project to learn with, and
we can even have someone teach you.
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Let’s Celebrate

Happy Birthday!
April 6
April 7
April 7
April 15
April 23
April 27
April 27
April 30

Susan McNaughton
Lee Pritchard
Ryan Wager
Jacqueline Vedder
Kim Rosenmeier
John Carraturo
Gene Regan
Alec Rappleyea

May 5
May 6
May 1
May 23
May 29

Angie Morhous
Anthony Buchanan
Lyla Laffin
Linda Mellor
Nani Bautochka

Happy Birthday!
June 2
June 6
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 20
June 21
June 27
June 28
June 30

Nathan Roper
Stephanie Parsons
Mary Edwards Ransom
Linda Loomis
Millie Meyer
Daniel Ruback
Emily (Baitichka) Czaplicki
Carl Yettru
Ann Craig
Leah Rae Harding
Happy Anniversary!

June 5
June 16
June 21

Nancy and Hank Vance
Joan and Vinny Gallagher
Carol and Alex Bialy

We welcome your feedback. Email the church at newpaltzumc@gmail.com. It will be forwarded to Brenda Beane and
Kathy Weiss, current newsletter editors.
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