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Words from the Pastor  

Rev L. Grace Harmon 
 

First things first. Thank you. I was so touched by the celebration for my 

ordination and the (literal) blanketing of love with which it came. I 

cannot tell you what it means as a pastor to hear any thank you, but 

especially to be thanked for the call to be on and bring people to the 

‘growing edge.’ I am thankful every day for the trust we have built and 

continue to build between us. I truly believe it will serve us well in the 

years to come and that we are together in this time and place in a way 

that is pleasing to God and beneficial to the kin-dom. Even though this is 

the beginning of our 5
th

 year in ministry together, with cooperative 

parishes, it truly feels like a new adventure.  

 

I know I say it in sermons a lot – the world needs what our Wesleyan roots have to offer. It bears 

repeating because it truly seems to be truer each year. We didn’t begin as a church, we began as 

a revival movement. And if we want to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world, we will need to become a revival movement again. It sounds nice, a religious revival. 

But what does that mean, and by default, what does it not mean? 

 

According to historians Frank Grenville Beardsley and Richard Riss, revival, more than a word 

or a feeling, is a response to the times. The most frequently highlighted hallmarks of revival are: 

 TIMING: Revivals emerge during times of spiritual and moral decline, which leads to a 

hunger and urgent seeking for meaning. 

 PRAYER: God puts a longing into the hearts of many to pray for revival/look beyond 

human limits for answers. 

 THE WORD: The preaching or reading of God’s Word brings deep conviction and desire 

for Christ/the model of Jesus’ own revival takes on new relevance. 

 THE HOLY SPIRIT: The Holy Spirit takes people to a spiritual depth they could not 

achieve on their own/provides means and motive to try new things. 

 CONVICTION: long time believers may see their faith life anew/new seekers may 

experience a sense of epiphany and ‘rightness’. 

 REFORMATION AND RENEWAL: Revival produces lasting fruit. New ministries are 

founded and society experiences a reform of morals as more and more people grow into 

their faith. 

July  2022 



 
 
 

2 

 

 MESSY: Revivals are messy–controversies swirl about miracles, abuses, excesses, 

suspicions, and theological disputes…as the energy of revival grows, so does opposing 

pressure seeking to maintain the status quo. 

 CYCLICAL: Revivals inevitably crest and decline. 

 

Sound familiar? The only thing that I would say is missing is our shorter modern attention span 

has changed our ability to sustain energy for and commitment to engines of change for the long 

haul. And we have, in many ways, more to lose (or gain) by gambling on revival. The self 

sufficiency of modern life makes revivals much harder to organize and grow. Still, the timing is 

right, and so the question is: will we show up and ride the wave, or miss the moment? 

 

It was interesting to me that a rise in church attendance or participation in church programs was 

nowhere in sight for these historians. In fact, most often, revival movements are kicked out of 

church, because they threaten the ‘sacred’ status quo. Restless energy and a pressing sense that 

God is doing a new thing forces people to abandon places and practices that cannot keep up with 

the will of God.  

 

Cooperative Parishes may be the means God has given to us to facilitate the revival of our times. 

While I know it would be great if I could tell you precisely what is required, what it will look 

like, who will be in charge of what, I cannot. Revivals are messy. We don’t have the rules and 

regs, because they really aren’t there. Most of us will, at some point, find ourselves resistant to 

the movement of the Spirit in the process.  

 

What I can tell you is this: any time there is a revival, the people who dive in make history by 

building the future. The Renaissance, the Golden Age of Broadway, the Civil Rights Movement, 

and this, the Third Wave Spiritual Revival that we are a part of, all of them were exciting times 

in which necessity was the tool the Spirit used to foster invention. I can also say with confidence 

that very few people, in hindsight, really wish they had avoided a time of revival. Who, having 

experienced the Renaissance, would long for the Dark Ages?  

 

The combination of the trust we have built together, the times in which we live, and the gifts and 

graces that we have collectively are a blessing. As the Parish Council forms and we move from 

summer into fall, I am excited to see the concrete ministry and mission ideas that come from our 

months of spiritual preparation.  

 

 
  

Let's Play Jeopardy 
Here are the answers….  
 
1. The answer is:  A three sport athlete who loves math, science, and engineering.  

See page 4 for the question. 
 

2. The answer is:  A hip hop dancer who loves to paint, listen to music, and play volleyball. 
See page 5 for the question. 
 

3. The answer is:  A hymn of peace created by Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller, sung 
around the world and recorded by a host of artists from Tennessee Ernie Ford to Placido 
Domingo.  
See page 14 for the question. 
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Celebrating the Ordination of Rev Limina Grace Harmon 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Grace on her ordination 

at New York Annual Conference in June!  

 

Kate Hymes and Steve Rappleyea presented her a 

stole on behalf of the congregation. Margaret 

Howe presented her a prayer blanket as part of our 

prayer blanket ministry.  Pastor Grace was blessed 

with many prayers with a “laying of hands” by the 

congregation. 

 

A reception was held in her honor after the July 

10
th

 worship service at New Paltz UMC. 
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Celebrating New Members 
 
On Pentecost, the New Paltz UMC welcomed five 

new members, including two confirmands and one 

person who lives in North Carolina! The new 

members are: Kaitlyn Harding, Lyla Laffin, 

Jacqueline Vedder, Aimee Ciarimboli, and Sandy 

Kane. We are delighted to have them among us! 

 

We invited them to share some information about themselves. We proposed the following 

questions. 

1. Tell us a little about yourself.  For example: Where did you grow up? School? Job? Interests? 

Pets? What do you do for fun? Whatever else you want to tell about yourself. 

2. What led you to want to join NPUMC? 

3. If you have a favorite hymn and/or scripture 

that you would like  

to share with us.... If you want to, share why. 

4. Anything else? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From Lyla: 

 

Hi! My name is Lyla Laffin and I am a recent confirmand into the church. I have lived in 

New Paltz my entire life and am getting ready to go into my sophomore year at New Paltz 

High School. I am a three sport athlete. I play soccer, basketball, and lacrosse. I have been 

playing soccer the longest so it is my favorite of the 3. My favorite subjects in school are 

math and science, and I also love my engineering classes in school as well. My favorite 

scripture is from Acts 2:1-21 because I studied this particular scripture during my 

confirmation journey and I feel that it describes Pentecost in a detailed and gratifying 

manner. I have been going to this church my entire life for as long as I can remember. 

Getting confirmed was extremely important to both me and my family especially after the 

Covid lockdown. Officially becoming a member of this church has helped me build a better 

connection with my community and god, while also learning more about Methodism.  
 

Kaitlyn (L), Lyla (R) with Pastor Grace and Margaret Left to right: Jacqui, Aimee, Sandy (on the computer) with 

Pastor Grace and Margaret 

The Jeopardy Question 
Who is Lyla Laffin? 
 
The answer  
A three sport athlete who loves 
math, science, and engineering. 
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From Jacqui: 

 

I grew up in the Albany area, later moving to the west coast for university and work in the 

music industry. I eventually returned to the east coast and have resided here ever since. Four 

years ago, I moved to New Paltz where I was introduced to the United Methodist Church at 

a soup lunch.  I immediately felt welcomed and knew this was a very special community. I 

joined the Vi Cole group not long after and became reacquainted with my spiritual roots.  2 

Timothy 1:7 is a line of scripture that helps guide me.  “For God did not give us a Spirit of 

fear, but of power, and love and a sound mind.” 

  

I enjoy gardening, long nature walks and spending time with my boyfriend, Jason and my 

rescue cat, Misty. 
 

From Sandy: 

 

Hello!  I'm Sandy Kane and am so happy to be here, even from afar. 

Being a 4th generation member, I always thought that Rhinebeck  

UMC would be my forever church home.  That was until my  

beloved church's doors closed.  It was heartbreaking. Ultimately,  

I think that, and signs along the way, is what brought me to NPUMC.  Even as a child and 

beyond, the town of New Paltz gave me a sense of belonging as we would often visit with 

my great aunt who lived on Elting Ave.  As children we ran the neighborhood with the local 

kids as if it were ours and I suppose that feeling always stayed with me.  I remember 

noticing the little church on the corner, but it wasn't until I belonged to Camerata Chorale 

that I finally had a chance to get to know the church and some of its people a little better 

through shared spaghetti dinner fundraisers and concerts. Although Margaret and Lee 

frequently invited me to church I regrettably never made it. After retiring from 38 years of 

teaching music in Rhinebeck, my husband and I moved to NC to be closer to our daughter 

and family all in the midst of COVID.  Since attending a live service wasn't an option, and 

especially not knowing anything about the churches near me, I finally responded to 

Margaret's invitation and found your service on Facebook and eventually joined the zoom 

calls.   It's been a blessing to me to have been so warmly welcomed into your magnanimous 

church family. Thank you so very much and I look forward to becoming involved and 

getting to know you all.  

From Kaitlyn: 

 

I am in eighth grade. My favorite subject is math. I love 

to dance. I do hip hop. I also love to listen to music, 

babysit, play volleyball and paint. I wanted to join this 

church mainly because of how welcoming we are. I like 

that this church gives to the community and welcomes 

everyone to join. I don’t really have a favorite hymn or 

scripture. 

 

The Jeopardy Question 
Who is Kaitlyn Harding? 
 
The answer  
A hip hop dancer who loves to 
paint, listen to music, and play 
volleyball. 
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New Paltz UMC Welcomed Bishop Bickerton 
 
On May 29th, Bishop  

Thomas Bickerton came 

to preach, minister, and 

connect here at NPUMC. 

After church, there was 

fellowship time on the 

lawn. Our new 

confirmands had a chance 

to meet with him. Bishop 

Bickerton is fun. He is a 

blessing, a gifted 

preacher, and a special 

treat. 

 

You can find this worship service on the NPUMC website at 

https://newpaltzumc.org/events/sunday-service-video. Scroll down to May 29, 2022. It is worth 

listening to and experiencing… even a second time! 

 

Trustees at Work 

The Trustees held their Spring workday in May. There are always chores to do to keep the 

church building, parsonage, and the properties in good 

shape.  

 

Recent activities have included: 

 Installed all window air conditioners 

 Put dehumidifier in Social Hall 

 Spring yard cleanup and maintenance, 

including weeding, mulching, weekly mowing 

and trimming 

 Cleaned the front sign cover 

 Scraping and painting parts 

of church exterior and 

garage  

 Fixed the attic stairs 

 Replaced lattice under 

parsonage porch 

 Passed fire inspection 

 

 

 

  

John, Alex, and 

Brenda at work! 

https://newpaltzumc.org/events/sunday-service-video
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What is the Staff Parish Relations Committee? 
Marisa Villarreal 

 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee or as it is 
commonly referred to SPRC congratulates our 
Pastor Rev. Limina Grace Harmon on her recent 
ordination as Elder in the United Methodist 
Church, we are keenly aware of the requirements 
for such feat and celebrate her achievement! 

 

The privileges of this committee are summarized in the awareness of a healthy relationship in 

our church.  We strive to understand the calling to ministry of our Pastor as well as the 

communal and personal calling of our congregation. In this role, the committee performs more as 

a bridge. 

 

The Book of Discipline states among other things:  “In conducting its work, the committee shall 

identify and clarify its values for ministry. It shall engage in biblical and theological reflections 

on the mission of the church, the primary task, and ministries of the local church.”  

 

New Paltz United Methodist Church has the benefit of leadership in all these areas by different 

members of the community as well and primarily by our Pastor. Our congregation is constantly 

encouraged by our pastor to explore opportunities of service and ministry and to act on it. All 

this transforms the duties of the committee into blessings and 

privileges for having a “front seat” to all our church is and can be to 

our community at large. 

 

We look forward and prepare for changes as we move forward to 

parish focused ministry and anticipate that opportunities will be met 

with creativity and innovation and challenges with wonderment as 

we explore the possibilities that lay ahead. 

 

Meanwhile, we invite you to be in touch with any member of the 

committee to share with us what it means to you to be part of New 

Paltz United Methodist Church and how we can support our pastor 

and each other as we strive to witness and share the gospel with the 

community at large. 

 

Still keeping Ukraine in our prayers 
  

 

Members of SPRC 

 

Linda Loomis 

Steve Rappleyea 

Jane Ruback 

Stephanie Laffin 

Joan Gallahger 

Elizabeth Harding 

Marisa Villarreal 
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Repair Café is back! 
 
The New Paltz Repair Café is back! After suspending operations for over 2 years due to covid, 

our church hosted them on our lawn in May 2022.  The Repair Café is a wonderful organization 

that provides volunteers to fix broken things so that they don’t end up in the land fill and they 

can be used again and again! The first Repair Café in the Hudson Valley started in New Paltz in 

2013 at our church by our beloved John Wackman and we continued to host them on a regular 

basis.  It is a time of lots of sharing, talking, laughter, community, and repairing. Check out 

www.repaircafehv.org for upcoming events. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.repaircafehv.org/
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Financial News 
Margaret Howe 
 

I could begin this article with the same first two paragraphs as the last 

newsletter – so I will….. 

 

How do you begin an article on finance time after time – when the message is 

often that we need more money – which is true – however the important 

message is that we are VERY RICH!  And the attitude must be one of plenty 

and not scarcity.   

 

Our income at the moment is entirely from US – you and me – the members and friends of New 

Paltz United Methodist Church. And, we are doing okay.  We are not current with commitments, 

however, I have faith that those gifts will come. 

 

We do need to think about filling the gap – what might that be? 

 

We continue to have some folks who Adopt a Bill each month and we do have some beyond the 

$600 per month pledge to Apportionments.  We are at the 6 month look and I do not want to get 

to October and November and not have that gap planned.  I encourage all who made a 

commitment to make sure you are current.   

 

Here is the challenge: if you have an idea about a fun(d) raiser, email it to me 

marghowealto@gmail.com the idea and how you think it might work.  When received the 

finance team will review and then present to the administrative board and we will see what 

happens! 

 

Here is challenge #2: we are in need of really cleaning things up and out at church.  I think there 

may still be boxes of books from previous book sales stored (if I am wrong and there are not then 

this is not a challenge).  Let’s bring those books up on the lawn on a designated day and have a 

book sale.  Cost would be donation.  At the end all books will be donated to library fairs or 

disposed of properly.  The result: a wee bit of money and less stuff! If we have these books we 

need to set a date and MUST have volunteers to do the lifting and moving.  I can be a volunteer 

on the lawn, I physically cannot lift.  Thoughts as we care for our church.  Perhaps we could sell 

a picnic lunch on the lawn that day?  

 

We are in a different place and time! We will be doing more with the churches in our 

Cooperative Parish! And who knows what that future will feature! Let’s be sure we have our 

eyes and minds and ears and hearts open to what the Lord presents to us! 

 

As John Wesley says and we say too 

 Do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God. 

 

With love, Margaret 

  

mailto:margarethowealto@gmail.com
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Celebrating Juneteenth in New Paltz 
Sharon Roth 
 

Pastor Limina Grace opened the celebration of Juneteenth at the 

New Paltz Rural Cemetery on June 19, 2022.  She dressed in 

white, which is often done at these celebrations remembering 

June 19, 1865, the day 250,000 enslaved in Texas celebrated their 

freedom by buying new clothing. 

 

Kate Hymes-Flanagan read the 

names of the 200 African 

Americans buried in our local 

cemetery. Some children placed 

flowers on each of those 

gravestones or gravesites. Many 

of the names were those of the 

original New Paltz Duzine 

families: Lefevre, Dubois, Deyo.  

A lesson in history that they too 

were slave owners, which was not openly acknowledged for 

hundreds of years. When the new dorms and dining hall were 

built at SUNY New Paltz in 1968, they were named after six 

founding families. In March 2019, those names were changed to 

Shawangunk, Awosting, Minnewaska, Mohonk, Ashokan, and 

Peregrine. 

 

Fulton Cox is buried in the oldest section of the grounds, which was 

for Civil War soldiers. He was born about 1825 in Georgia. During 

the Civil War, he met Peter Elting who, after the war brought him to 

New Paltz. In 1868, Fulton and his wife Jane purchased a house 

from Edmund Elting for 

$400 on Pencil Hill, 

across the street from the 

future home of the AME 

Zion Church, which was 

completed it in 1871. In 

1877, he was expelled 

from that church because 

he worshiped with 

Whites at the Methodist 

Church. In 1888, he died 

in a carriage accident. His will stated that his home would be 

donated to the Methodist Church after Jane‘s death, which happened 

in 1893. That house is still standing. 
  

Pastor Grace 

Kate Hymes 
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Pastoral Appointments Not Always Popular 

Anna Louise Bates, Church Historian 

 

Methodist pastors are itinerant, appointed to their stations by the bishops 

of their respective Annual Conferences each year.  This has always been 

the practice of Methodist churches, and it is largely because of itinerant 

circuit riders that membership in Methodist churches grew rapidly during 

the early years of the American republic.  Today, the trend of regularly 

changing appointments continues.  Bishops struggle to meet the changing needs of Methodist 

communities and churches, trying hard to meet the needs of the churches under their charges.   

 

Are the appointments always welcomed by the pastors and the congregants?  Apparently not.  In 

1881, the New York Times ran a story about an unwelcome appointment to the Johnson Street 

Methodist Church of Brooklyn.  The Trustees of that body, unlike most Methodist churches, 

owned their church, and felt entitled to choose their pastor.  Their choice was John T. Hargrave, 

pastor of the New Paltz Methodist Episcopal Church.  Hargrave, a resident of Esopus, had been a 

well-liked pastor in New Paltz.  He facilitated the purchase of a new organ and organized a choir, 

both popular accomplishments.  However, Hargrave apparently agreed with the Trustees of the 

Johnson Street Church that he should be their pastor.  Despite being reappointed to New Paltz by 

the New York East Conference in 1881, he showed up to preach at the Johnston Street church in 

Brooklyn on Easter Sunday that year.  The duly appointed pastor of that church, Rev. Barnabas 

Reeve, was also present, and he ascended the pulpit for that service and remained the appointed 

pastor for the duration of his appointment.  Hargrave returned to New Paltz.  Regarding the 

congregants at Johnson Street, “…though outwardly acquiescent are far from satisfied, and 

declare themselves firm in their determination, of which determination they have sent word to 

both Mr. Reeve and the Conference, not to pay Mr. Reeve any salary.” (New Paltz Times 1881)  

More than that, Reeve said that he “… would not stay 10 minutes if he did not have the help and 

sympathy of the congregation.”  Reeve won in the end.  He remained at the Johnson Street 

church, and an article in the Brooklyn Union later in 1881 affirmed that he was “working hard 

for the church, “and was “very popular.”  (The Brooklyn Union 1881)   

 

Hargrave remained in New Paltz for the year, but clearly incurred the wrath of the Trustees.  The 

New Paltz Times reported on April 5, 1882, that Hargrave “preached his farewell sermon in the 

M.E. Church … on Sunday morning last.  We did not notice any of the Trustees of the church 

present.” (New Paltz Times 1882)  More than that, Hargrave “… asked by letter to withdraw 

from the Conference because his views of the polity of the Methodist Church had changed.” 

(New Paltz Times 1882)  What is annoying to me as a historian is because he withdrew from the 

connection, his pastoral memoir is not in the Methodist archives.  His successor in New Paltz, 

J.A. Keogan, preached his first sermon to larger than usual attendance, and the New Paltz Times 

reported that he “made a very favorable impression.” (New Paltz Times 1882)   

 

This is an interesting story to ponder currently when pastors of the New York Annual 

Conference are settling into their new and sometimes distributed churches.  Pastors returning to 

their churches find themselves juggling multiple appointments due to shifts in church 

membership and the scarcity of pastors.  We, as United Methodists, need to appreciate more than 

ever the careful discernment our Bishops make when deciding pastoral appointments. 
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New Paltz UMC is Connected to Kenya! 
Ann Craig 

 

Flooding and locusts destroyed crops in Kenya 

in 2019. It was a biblical-level disaster but with 

our global United Methodist connections, New 

Paltz United Methodist Church (NPUMC) was 

able to help.  

 

The NPUMC Relationship began on a street in 

Nairobi when Ann Craig and Karen Seyfert met 

the Rev. Kennedy Mwita at a church march for full inclusion and gender equality. The march 

was organized by church leaders who welcomed LGBTI people in their congregation, and at the 

head of the march was a Salvation Army band. Everyone was dancing their way through a misty, 

muggy day.  Ann and Rev. Mwita began to walk and talk about the special General Conference 

in 2019.  With the help of NPUMC and many individuals, Rev. Mwita arrived to itinerate in the 

NY Annual Conference and to attend the 2019 Special General Conference.  

 

Rev. Kennedy is outspoken about the full inclusion of LGBTI people. Intersex people, face 

unique challenges. Too often, the mother is blamed for the gender complexity of their child and 

they are both kicked out of the family. Rev. Kennedy became known for his open-minded and 

open-hearted ministry as he advocated for HIV education and health care, and the elimination of 

the practice of female genital mutilation. Families turn to him for support and spiritual care. 

 

So, when disaster struck, the community reached 

out to Rev. Kennedy, and he reached out to his 

United Methodist friends. New Paltz UMC was 

there to literally provide seed money for an 

agricultural project. Rev. Ken used the $8000 

raised by members of the church to form an 

Agricultural project that benefitted the whole 

region.  Representatives from the seed company 

accompanied the seed corn to ensure the 

cooperative used it most effectively. The crops grew and the community stayed together to join 

their efforts to help the whole region.  

 

Of particular note is the outstanding news coverage of the agricultural project by United 

Methodist News Service which gives honorable mention to New Palts UMC. 

(https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-farming-project-grows-skills-in-rural-kenya)  

 

Over the last four years, NPUMC has contributed to windows for the clinic, a well for clean 

water, the agricultural project, a church building, and scholarships for more than 20 students 

making their way through high school and college.  

 

We are helping this community in rural Kenya, and they are inspiring us with their resilience and 

leadership for their community and the whole United Methodist Church. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-farming-project-grows-skills-in-rural-kenya
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/church-farming-project-grows-skills-in-rural-kenya
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My Favorite Hymn  
Lee H. Pritchard 
 

Since the last edition of this newletter, not many 

hymns were submitted as favorites – I am a little 

sad that folks did not respond – I do know you have 

favorite hymns because you have said so many 

times, “that is one of my favorite hymns.” 

 

Four hymns which have been mentioned are God of 

Grace and Glory, Hymn of Promise, In the Garden, 

Let There Be Peace on Earth. These are four 

amazing hymns.  And one person remembered and 

submitted the favorite hymn of Carleton Mabee and 

Carol Roper – For the Beauty of the Earth and This 

Is My Song. 

 

Last week Margaret was asked to preach at Plutarch UMC – 7pm service.  She asked me if I 

would play if she did worship through hymns – each worship element would be a hymn with a 

little history of that hymn.  Folks would sing what might be a favorite hymn or a hymn with a 

new significance.  I really do love to do a worship of hymns – I guess that is one reason I love 

doing the weekly Hymn – a – long. 

 

Let’s look at one of these hymns – Let There Be Peace on Earth.  It is hymn 431 in our 

Methodist hymnal – this was submitted by George Weiss as one of his favorites. George has said 

(paraphrased) - “Peace is my heart’s desire...among individuals, nations, peoples...violence 

seems so counter productive”.  This is a hymn that often when sung – cause people to feel deep 

emotions overwhelming them – I have seen it and heard it as they sing. 

   

I did not know much about the history of this hymn – so I turned to C. Michael Hawn, professor 

emeritus of church music at Southern Methodist University.  I had met Dr. Hawn one summer 

when I attended a Summer Music Institute at Drew.  And what to my wondering eyes did appear 

on the UM Discipleship Ministries page – but an article about this hymn from “History of 

Hymns” by Michael Hawn. I was not aware of this hymn’s history and I bet most of you are not 

either – so I copy some of it here. 

 

 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” by Jill Jackson and Sy Miller – UMH 431 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
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From History of Hymns -  

The folksong movement of the 1950s, ’60s and 

’70s produced many songs known for their ease of 

singing, straightforward texts and prophetic 

messages. Sy Miller (1908-1971) and his wife Jill 

Jackson-Miller (1913-1995) collaborated to 

produce a song that has become a signature 

composition devoted to world peace and harmony 

among peoples. 

 

In an archival interview aired on David Freudberg’s National Public Radio 

program Humankind, Jill Jackson talked about her background and the context of the song. 

“When I attempted suicide [in 1944] and I didn’t succeed,” she said, “I knew for the first time 

unconditional love—which God is. You are totally loved, totally accepted, just the way you are. 

In that moment I was not allowed to die, and something happened to me, which is very difficult to 

explain. I had an eternal moment of truth, in which I knew I was loved, and I knew I was here for 

a purpose.” 

 

This realization was followed by years of exploring her spiritual nature and her relationship with 

God. Jackson discovered her love for writing, and began writing songs with Sy Miller after they 

married in 1949. 

 

In 1955, she wrote the lyrics for “Let There Be Peace on Earth” while her husband wrote the 

melody. The song was introduced at a California retreat to a group of young people who were 

from a wide variety of religious, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds. The young people had 

come together for a weeklong experience devoted to developing friendship and understanding 

through education, discussion and working together. The song’s focus on peace and God made it 

easy to cross many boundaries. 

 

Sy Miller wrote about the effect of the song: “One summer evening in 1955, a group of 180 

teenagers of all races and religions, meeting at a workshop high in the California mountains 

locked arms, formed a circle and sang a song of peace. They felt that singing the song, with its 

simple basic sentiment—‘Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me’—helped to create 

a climate for world peace and understanding.  “When they came down from the mountain, these 

inspired young people brought the song with them and started sharing it. And, as though on 

wings, ‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’ began an amazing journey around the globe. It traveled 

first, of course, with the young campers back to their homes and schools, churches and clubs.” 

 

Miller noted that the song was then shared in all 50 states at school graduations, PTA meetings, 

holiday gatherings, celebrations of Brotherhood Week, Veterans Day, Human Rights Day and 

United Nations Day. Kiwanis clubs sang it, as well as 4-H clubs, United Auto Workers, the 

American Legion, the B’nai B’rith and the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). 

 

The song was taped, copied, printed in songbooks and passed by word of mouth. Eventually it 

spread overseas, sung by Maoris in New Zealand and Zulus in Africa. The song has been 

recorded by a host of vocal artists including Tennessee Ernie Ford, Pat Boone, Mahalia 

The Jeopardy Question 
What is ‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’? 
 
The answer  
A hymn of peace created by Jill 
Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller, sung 
around the world and recorded by a 
host of artists from Tennessee Ernie 
Ford to Placido Domingo.  
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Jackson, Johnny Mathis and Placido Domingo. It received the George Washington Honor Medal 

from the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge for “Outstanding achievement in helping to 

bring about a better understanding of the American Way of Life.” The National Conference of 

Christians and Jews has also honored the composers with the Brotherhood Award. 

 

Thank you George – perhaps it is time to remind folks of this song and how we might use it 

today in 2022. 

 

With Music, Lee 

 

Gardening for Fresh Food Give Away 
 

Jackson Rogers graciously offered his yard for  

our church garden after we suffered a few  

floods at its previous location.  The garden is 

looking good.  Carol, Jacqui, Linda, Kathy, 

and others work hard growing food to give 

away.  The Fresh Food Give Away is on the 

4th Sunday of the month on the lawn at the 

New Paltz UMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Let’s play “NPUMC Website Search”!  Our website is filled with lots of information… 

current and historical, useful and interesting.  Check it out… It is always being updated! 

 

Can you find the following on NPUMC - New Paltz United Methodist Church 

(newpaltzumc.org)?   

1. What is on the church calendar for Tues August 9, 2022? 

2. What is the latest news that we have from Sara Flores, our partner missionary in 

Ecuador? 

3. Who is our church webmaster?  In case you want to contact them with suggestions! 

 
Answers are on page 17 

Carol and 

Jacqui hard at 

work! 

https://newpaltzumc.org/
https://newpaltzumc.org/
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Celebrating Summer Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Since there are so many summer wedding anniversaries within our congregation, the folks 

decided to celebrate together with a summer barbeque at the Bautochka’s.  They shared wedding 

pictures, great stories, good food, and good fellowship. The celebrants were Joan and Vinny 

Gallagher, George and Kathy Weiss, Jane and Dan Ruback, Hank and Nancy Vance, Linda and 

Charley Loomis, John and Nani Bautochka, Margaret Howe and Lee Pritchard, and Alex and 

Carol Bialy. In total, they celebrated 340 years of marriage! 

 

Sharing anniversaries in the newsletter is what brought them together. If your birthday or 

anniversary isn’t on our lists and you would like it to be then email Margaret Howe at 

marghowealto@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations! 

mailto:margarethowealto@gmail.com
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Let’s Celebrate 

Happy Birthday! 

 

July 1  Jane Ruback 

July 2  Anna Bates 

July 2  Dana Gutierrez 

July 5  Ava McGinnis 

July 10  Evan Steiler 

July 12  Theo Lundin 

July 14  Nancy Steiler 

July 16  Joan Gallagher 

July 18  Gabi Costley 

July 18  Rene Ramos 

July 25  Will Sheckler 

July 28  Marilyn McNamara 

July 30  AJ Buchanan 

July 30  Nari Kim 

July 31  Eileen Domer 

July 31  Dianna Smith 

Happy Birthday! 

 

August 3 Jeff Salt 

August 11 Kaitlyn Harding 

August 15 Jackson Rogers 

August 25 Bethany Goldoaugh 

August 28 Vinny Gallagher 

 

Sept 3   Mary Rappleyea 

Sept 4  Natasha Buchanan  

Sept 10 Gina Dortano   

Sept 10 Sharon Roth   

Sept 13 Elizabeth Harding  

Sept 13 Sandy Kane 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

July 11   George and Kathy Weiss  Sept 29  Art and Linda Mellor 

July 19   John and Nani Bautochka 

July 25   Charley and Linda Loomis 

July 26   Lee Pritchard/Margaret Howe 

 

We welcome your feedback. Email the church at newpaltzumc@gmail.com.  It will be forwarded to Brenda Beane 
and Kathy Weiss, current newsletter editors. 

Answers to the NPUMC Website Search 

Click on the links below to go directly to the article. 

 

1. EVENTS - New Paltz United Methodist Church (newpaltzumc.org) 

2. Noticias de Ecuador Febrero 2022 V3.docx (newpaltzumc.org) 

3. Church Leadershp - New Paltz United Methodist Church (newpaltzumc.org) 

 

mailto:newpaltzumc@gmail.com
https://newpaltzumc.org/events/
https://newpaltzumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Ecuadaor-February-2022.pdf
https://newpaltzumc.org/about/personnel-2/

