November 2022
Words from the Pastor
Rev L. Grace Harmon

There are only two sacraments for Methodists: baptism and communion.
The first brings you into the community of the faithful. The second
sustains us in the life and work of being the People of God. In other
words, we hold building and strengthening of community as the highest
of sacred callings.
We have had a busy, fruitful fall here at NPUMC, full of deepening
community. We have celebrated Healing Harvest, held several
Cooperative Parish events, launched a joint Sunday School and Adult
Education opportunities with our ecumenical neighbors. You’ll see more
about those throughout the newsletter, so keep reading. All of this in addition to continuing Free
Fresh Food, Care Team efforts, our own small groups, Trustees Work Day, Worship Writing,
and so much more that we do on an ongoing basis.
In a moment when news about church in general is not so great, we have an awful lot to
celebrate. Each one of our ministries is worth celebrating, but it is when you look at the whole
that something really remarkable begins to emerge.
Increasingly, our ministries show that we have moved beyond talking about how to bring people
back to the church as we know it. We have moved toward exploring how to maximize what is
essential in our mission and bear witness to the Good News in new ways. This is what every
expert will tell you is necessary, yet few churches are able to begin making the transition.
NPUMC is making the transition, though!
Healing Harvest, our farm-to-table, field-to-fork dinner was born of combining what we have
done so well for so long with something new, and we made new friends, many of whom are
already asking for what we are going to do next. In coming out of the sanctuary and out of our
comfort zone, we proved that we can honor our past without being trapped in it. Similarly, our
Cooperative Parish life is a way of reviving the best of our Methodist commitment to
connectionalism at the local level. We aren’t letting fear of a diminished congregational identity
hold us back. We are choosing to explore all of the ways we are blessed by the gifts and graces
of our neighboring Methodists. Our openness is leading to fledgling plans for new music
ministries, more offerings for men, and ways to partner with others and streamline what we all
do – maximum reach with minimal effort! Huge potential for community impact.
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Each of our current ministries is an example of adaptability and imagination. These may not be
the easiest times in which to be church, but they may well be the best. All of these new visions
and the bravery to try them sure sounds like revival to me.
As we move into Advent, the season of waiting and preparation, I have two thoughts. First, there
is a season that comes before Advent, though we don’t name it. Perhaps it is the season of
revelation, the time in which you stop denying problems and get fed up enough to imagine a new
heaven and a new earth. I think we have been in such a season, and I think that we are starting to
have some sense of what that new life might feel like, even if we don’t have all of the details
worked out just yet. There is a natural progression to Advent preparation and anticipation. We
know what isn’t working so we are ready to search for something new, something better. Second,
birth and resurrection are the same. In the words of the band SemiSonic, “every new beginning
comes from some other beginning’s end.” There may be a bit of wistfulness, a little melancholy
in the idea. That’s okay, because whatever has ended has made this, our new beginning, possible.
Read on for so many new beginnings we are sharing together in this season.
NPUMC Revised COVID Policy – an email from Pastor Grace
Good news! We are officially simplifying our Covid protocols! Here’s what you need to know:
Masks will no longer be mandatory, though they are encouraged.
Please do not come to in-person church if you feel sick or have been exposed.
Sign-in sheets will continue in the event we need to do contact tracing.
(Please do let us know if you’ve tested positive after attending)
Masks and gloves will be required for kitchen use.
For the time being we are not planning in person meals in the dining room.
Singing in groups will be at the discretion of the Music Director.
Thank you to everyone for your patience and diligence as we have transitioned into this strange new normal.
Special thanks to the Re-Opening Team for months of careful consideration and monitoring.
Now we can turn our full attention to Advent!
Blessings and prayers for good health, Pastor Grace

Let's Play Jeopardy
Here are the answers….
1. The answer is: A beloved associate pastor who served NPUMC from 1988 to 2002 and
who worked hard to ensure the success of the Black Diamond Dinners.
See page 8 for the question.
2. The answer is: A day we plan to gather: to share ideas and plan---“A day of financial
visioning and financial stewardship”.
See page 11 for the question.
3. The answer is: A sure way to turn $5,000 into $10,000 to complete church organ repairs.
See page 15 for the question.
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Southern Valley Cooperative Parish
Linda Mellor

You may have been hearing
quite a bit about our “parish”
lately. What is this all about?
During the 2022 pastoral
appointment season last spring,
Bishop Bickerton and the
Cabinet of our New York
Annual Conference reached a
standstill when all available
Conference pastors had been
assigned and there were still 40
churches with open
appointments. The solution: A renewed and invigorating emphasis on the Cooperative Parish
model across the Conference, grouping churches together into cooperative parishes, and
appointing clergy to each parish and assigning them to a local church(es) within the parish and
their communities.
The NYAC website tells us that a cooperative parish is “A cooperative ministry is when groups
of people representing two or more churches share their ministries to meet the needs of the
community… A cooperative parish is an ongoing structured way to employ cooperative
ministries between churches within a defined region. The cooperative parish will have a Parish
Council with clergy and laity from each church in the cooperative parish to discuss, plan and
make decisions regarding mission and ministry through the cooperative parish.” -NYAC Cooperative Parishes.OneBodyOneSpiritOneHope.docx
NPUMC is one of seven churches in the Southern Valley Cooperative Parish. We have the
opportunity to join with the congregations of Modena, Milton-Marlboro, Highland, Lloyd,
Plutarch, and Esopus UMCs to create new farther-reaching missions and ministries and to grow
and expand existing ones.
There have been several gatherings since August to get to know our neighboring United
Methodist churches: a mix & mingle picnic in Highland, a Parish Percolator gathering via
Zoom, and a deeper dive with an in-person Parish Percolator in our NPUMC sanctuary. We are
learning about areas of service that are important to each other, ministries that people would love
to see flourish, and our dreams for Church within our communities and beyond. These meetings
led to the first Parish Council session in October where those attending began the process of
defining next steps to making new things happen.
Some of the ministries that are gaining parish-wide attention include: Plutarch for Refugees
welcoming and supporting a family from Afghanistan to our community, a parish bell choir to
grace us with special music, ministry of the needle creating items through knitting, crochet, and
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other handcrafts, “HEARTS” group supporting those suffering with dementia and their
caregivers, a men’s group to encourage fellowship and service, and more!
See the Parish Page on our website to meet the pastors and learn more, and visit the Parish
Facebook for current events.
Parish Mix and Mingle
Back in July, the Southern Valley
Cooperative Parish held its first event,
a Mix and Mingle. It was held at the
Highland Town Field next to the
Highland UMC. Participants were
encouraged to share their dreams for
the parish, but
people mostly just
chatted with each
other, catching up on
the last few years.
Everyone enjoyed
visiting in-person!
Friends among us
will be key in
building the parish.

Parish Percolator
In the fall, the real work began. The Southern Valley Cooperative Parish met at the NPUMC to
learn about what is important to each other… ministries that people would love to see flourish
and our dreams for Church within our communities and beyond.
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Healing Harvest
Jacqueline Vedder

Once in a while, there’s a day out of the ordinary that lifts your spirit and blesses your soul.
September 11, 2022 held just this kind of magic. Often, we are reminded of the sorrow and
tragedy life brings as this date approaches, but instead I witnessed life persisting. Community
and congregation alike gathered on the lawn of the New Paltz United Methodist Church for
“Healing Harvest”, something new, something divine.
People of all ages from college students to senior
citizens sat down together on a misty evening under
a large tent illuminated with fairy lights. Ball jars
filled with speckled beans and tea light candles lined
the tables, alongside vases of flowers carefully
arranged. The fuchsia amaranth, orange marigolds,
multicolored zinnias and bright nasturtiums brought
a buoyant air to the night ahead.
All were welcome and there was plenty of food to go around.
Locally sourced venison stew, trout, and catfish were among
some of the fare offered. Gadaleto’s generously donated a
side of salmon. There were even vegetarian and vegan
options lovingly made from ingredients that came out of our
very own church garden. Everything was served buffet style
and as people gathered, I could see the smiles on their faces,
the gratitude echoing from their lips.
Harvest is supposed to be a time of plenty, when we
reflect on all we are thankful for and no one goes
without. It is important to be mindful however, that
not everyone has access to such bountiful
nourishment. Pastor Grace placed food fact cards
on the table to make us pause and think about those
less fortunate and perhaps the reasons why, such as
not having grocery stores locally available.
Events like this are important, to give people who may not have access to good company or a hot
meal, a chance to feel empowered by love, friendship
and hope. It feels like God is everywhere, especially at
times like this, screaming out for us to join in. Humble
Boy Club, a local ska/reggae band kindly gave an
outstanding performance at the event and reminded us of
the healing power of music and being in harmony with
one another. As Jesus said: “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.”- John 8:12
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More photos from Healing Harvest

Still keeping Ukraine in our prayers
If you would like to add a financial donation to your
prayers, see GIVE - New Paltz United Methodist
Church (newpaltzumc.org) for “Give to Ukraine”.
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In-Person Visit with Sandy Kane
Back in the summer, Sandy became a member of the New Paltz UMC, even though her
home is in North Carolina! Remote worship made this possible. In September, she came to
New Paltz and we were able to meet her in-person on the church lawn. Thank you Sandy for
your presence, prayers, gifts, service and witness!

Let’s play “NPUMC Website Search”! Our website is filled with lots of information…
current and historical, useful and interesting. Check it out… It is always being updated!
Can you find the following on NPUMC - New Paltz United Methodist Church
(newpaltzumc.org)?
1. The Cooperative Parish FAQs (and answers)
2. The New Paltz UMC Communion Bread recipe
Answers are on page 15

Gardening for Fresh Food Give Away
Carol Bialey

Fresh Food Give-Away is the 4th Sunday of the month at NPUMC

It was a productive first year in our new garden space. We were able to add organic greens,
peas, green beans, tomatoes, peppers, etc. not only to our own monthly free fresh food table but
to every free fresh food table to every participating church every week all summer long. We
were able to contribute to the Harvest festival as well.
We have learned so much in such a short time. A million
thanks to Jackson for offering the use of his space. We
will be meeting periodically throughout the colder
months to discuss plans for next year like drip irrigation,
crop selection, old ways, new methods, ideas and
experiments. If anyone should like to join Linda, Jacqui,
Kathy, Jackson, Alex and me then please
email carolbee@hvc.rr.com. Next year will be even more
productive as we take what we have learned and grow some more.
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Black Diamond Dinner: A New Paltz Methodist Tradition
Anna Louise Bates, Church Historian

It’s November, and the excitement of election day is upon us. Members of
the New Paltz UMC Community have fond memories of this time until
COVID-19 disrupted our church’s routine. One of our best memories is
that of the Black Diamond Dinner, which had, since the 1990s, been a
fabulous affair scheduled on the second Tuesday of November. At the end
of their busy day, New Paltz voters could come to our church for a satisfying roast beef dinner.
Like other community dinners hosted by the church, members, their families, and people from
New Paltz and its surrounding areas came together to share food and fellowship.
The dinner was called Black Diamond because of its purpose in 1931 when the church depended
upon coal heat. The dinner was held as a fundraising effort to buy coal for the furnace. Over the
years, the dates of the dinners and the menu changed. A flier from 1946 advertises: “Fifteenth
annual Black Diamond Dinner. Tickets are $1.75, to be held on Wednesday, October 30… [F]or
a grand turkey supper and all that goes with it.”
The October 16, 1933, Kingston Daily Freeman included this ad for the dinner:
The menu of the Black Diamond Supper to be served by the men of the Methodist
Church Thursday, October 19, is Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, carrots, peas, cabbage
salad, apple sauce, rolls, brown bread, coffee, and apple pie a la mode. Supper will be
served at 5:30 and 7 o’clock.
Interestingly, it appears that only the church’s men
participated in the dinner preparation that year.
So popular was the dinner that in 1993 Pastor Roland
French commented that the Black Diamond Dinner
was “THE dinner of the year in New Paltz. The 1993
church notes also indicate that Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners were added to the church calendar,
further extending the church and its fellowship to the
New Paltz community.

The Jeopardy Question
Who was Myron Ronk?
The answer
A beloved associate pastor who
served NPUMC from 1988 to 2002
and who worked hard to ensure the
success of the Black Diamond
Dinners.

The Black Diamond Dinner continued to be a much-anticipated event in New Paltz until
COVID-19 forced its discontinuation in 2020. Plans are now underway to reopen the church in
various ways. Face-to-face services have resumed, and we had a successful outdoor community
dinner in September 2022. Will the Black Diamond Dinners resume? No one knows. The church
is finding ways to reconnect with the community. We know that food has always been a large
part of that connection. We all hope the community dinners will return regularly, during the
election or some other time during the year.
A note from the editors: This article gives us a great chance to remember
another one of “our saints”, Myron Ronk. He was a Pastoral Associate at the
New Paltz UMC from 1988 to 2002. After his passing, this dinner was renamed
the “Myron Ronk Black Diamond Dinner”. He worked tirelessly on this dinner
for many years and he always sold the most tickets to the event!
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Care Team
Jane Ruback

The Care Team at the NPUMC made and delivered soup
to our church community in recognition of election day
and the caring and sharing that typically occurs with our
Black Diamond Dinner.

The Care Team is now being chaired
and coordinated by Linda Mellor and
Jane Ruback. Contact one of them or
Pastor Grace or Margaret Howe with a
need or concern.

Some stats on this event:
• At least 2 people prepared the two soups, Beef Vegetable and Vegetable Bean
• Several people compiled lists of deliverers and recipients, and packaged soup
• Two people picked up their own soup
• Eleven people delivered soup; one delivered flowers in lieu of soup to friends in Woodland
Pond
• Over 40 households received soup or some other remembrance
Some of us have heard back from recipients with great compliment and gratitude. It is nice to be
appreciated, and nicer still to share blessings with others.
We plan to continue to join together to do “Good Things” in new ways or old. It could not be
done without the spirit and commitment of all of you.
Thanksgiving Dinner Casseroles

Prayer Blanket Ministry Update

Linda Mellor

Thanksgiving Dinner Casseroles will be
prepared on the Saturday after Thanksgiving
and available, in take home containers, for
pick up on Sunday November 26th between
1:00 and 3:00 PM.

George and Kathy Weiss are the latest
recipients of prayer blankets. May their
hearts and bodies be warmed by the love
knitted into these blankets.

There will be 2 options: a traditional
Thanksgiving meal--turkey, stuffing, gravy,
vegetables, mashed potatoes-- or a vegan
option--probably involving lentils, a protein
grain, sweet potatoes-- Both nutritious and
delicious, both available at Fresh Food Give
Away on Sunday 11/26.
You may Pre-Order by emailing Linda
Mellor linda_mellor@earthlink.net or
contacting the church office. There is no
charge; donations are always accepted.
WANT TO HELP?? Contact Linda for
details.
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Tri-Church Activities
The New Paltz UMC has joined with our ecumenical neighbors in New Paltz, the St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church and the Redeemer Lutheran Church, for educational opportunities for adults
and children. Sharon Roth shares her insights and experiences from the first adult book study,
Enduring Grace. Elizabeth Harding gives us a description of the joint Sunday School. Elizabeth
is one of the teachers and her daughter, Leah, is one of the students.
Tri-Church Book Study
Sharon Roth

I enjoyed this Book Study for many reasons. Limina
Grace, Allison Moore, and Tobias Anderson are fabulous
educated people. Their guidance was invaluable. It was
great to meet other people from other congregations on
Zoom and to share ideas and perspectives. The organizers
gave us 2 choices for meeting; 4 Wednesday evenings or 4
Friday mornings for 90 minutes, which was perfect. Lastly,
I learned about faith-filled, unique, courageous historical women. Last week we met to discuss
future plans. I’m very excited about what’s coming. See you there!
Tri-Church Sunday School
Elizabeth Harding

There are 7 to 8 kids participating in Tri-Church Sunday School. There is a small core group of
adults who make it happen… One teaches, one for ice breaker games, one for music and one to
assist the teachers. The kids learn about a relevant bible story and complete an activity to go
along with it. It is held on the first and third Sunday from 10:30am -12 noon at the Redeemer
church. The kids really seem to enjoy the sessions and I am happy to have Leah back in Sunday
school. Anyone that is interested in volunteering can contact me and I can forward their name to
Alex Brown who seems to be the organizer.
Socks and More Socks
Kathy Weiss

You may remember last year, Lyla and Kaitlin organized a sock drive for our local shelter, Socks
are the item most needed by shelters. This year we have another sock adventure.
A Methodist church in Monticello reached out to the Bombas sock company for a donation. They
were supposed to receive 400 pairs of socks. Instead, Bombas sent 4000 pairs. When alerted to
this mistake, Bombas said “Keep them.”
We received some socks and some shoes. We have shared them with our neighbors. Through the
work of Father Sal at St. Joseph Church, some are on their way to New York City for refugees
arriving by bus from the Texas border. God is good!!
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Financial News
Margaret Howe

It really is not easy writing about finances – churches do not like to talk
about money – and yet we always need money for the missions and
ministries of our church. And so I repeat … How do you begin an article on
finance time after time – when the message is often that we need more
money – which is true – however the important message is that we are VERY
RICH! And the attitude must be one of plenty and not scarcity.
I said in the July Newsletter that by this time I hope the gap to the end of the year is at least
planned. That gap will be met if:
• Folks meet the commitments made to the budget
• Folks continue to think about adopting a bill
The Jeopardy Question
o Internet has been adopted for the whole year
What is January 21, 2023?
o Elevator/Lift yearly maintenance was adopted
The answer
o Adopt money for whatever bill in various months
A day we plan to gather: to
o November Liability Payment was adopted
share ideas and plan---“A
• Apportionment Commitment
day of financial visioning and
o One individual committed $8000 to
financial stewardship”.
Apportionments over the year and that will be
fulfilled
o Other gifts to Apportionments have been received
o Here is where you could help to assure our Apportionments are met – make a “13th
month commitment” and target it to Apportionments
Currently we are not doing any meals at the church – and we all miss eating and fellowshipping
together – and we all know that those gatherings for food were also ways income was added to
the church budget. Know that we are rethinking how to make up that loss of revenue. There
might be something coming in December – keep your eyes alert for the news!
As we move into 2023 we will have a Financial Stewardship Campaign in January as we have
done the last few years – this is to identify that which you commit to the Operating Budget for
the year 2023. Details of that will come with the event.
Now the challenging part – those fun(d) raising dollars! What should they be and what would
they look like. It is time to think about finances with both short and long term goals – always
keeping mission and ministry in the forefront. There was a long – serious – productive discussion
at the November Ad Board Meeting. NPUMC will take a deep dive into financial discussions as
a WHOLE CONGREGATION – Saturday, January 21 has been reserved for a “day of
financial visioning and financial stewardship”. We will discuss long and short term goals – look
at some models of doing finance work differently – have an opportunity for your craziest idea to
be out on paper – a time to dream – both realistic dreams and perhaps putting some legs on those
crazy dreams! Please do come and be part of this adventure.
Remember we are part of a Cooperative Parish and have observed that there are many
possibilities! We are in a different place and time! We will be doing more with the churches in
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our Cooperative Parish! And who knows what that future will feature! Let’s be sure we have our
eyes and minds and ears and hearts open to what the Lord presents to us!
And so…keeping alive our Wesleyan heritage of doing no harm, doing good and staying in love
with God. Mark your calendars – we will gather together to ask the Lord’s blessings on NPUMC
and keep the lights glowing on the corner of Main and Grove.
With love, Margaret
Gifting to the Church
Dan Ruback

A reminder that if you are of a certain age you probably know that minimum annual distributions
are required from your IRA. Did you know that you can use some or all of that distribution to
make a nontaxable gift to the New Paltz UMC? If you wish to make a nontaxable gift it has to
go directly from the IRA to the Church. Please contact your financial advisor for details on how
to do this. Thank you.

Trustees at Work
John Bautochka

The Trustees held their fall workday in October. There are always chores to do to keep the
church building, parsonage, and the properties in good shape.
Recent activities have included:
• Replaced the windows in the parsonage dining and living
room.
• Replaced the windows on the north side of the church.
• Cleaned the Main
Street church sign.
• Painted the Main Street
side of the church.
• Almost finished
repairing and painting
the parsonage garage.
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Anti-Racism at NPUMC
Last year, in 2021, a group, meeting at the invitation of the Administrative Council and led by
Stephanie Parsons, began to explore issues of anti-racism and our congregational life.
• You may remember a January series of dynamic guest speakers who addressed issues
such as education, incarceration, health care.
• The following statement is a result of much prayerful thinking, listening and sharing.
It will be presented to our Charge Conference for a vote on December 3rd.
New Paltz UMC Anti-Racist Congregation Statement
The members of New Paltz United Methodist Church recognize and condemn the systemic
institution of racism and the impact of its injustices on those who identify as Black, Indigenous,
or People of Color. We acknowledge that racism exists and continues through the persistence of
privilege, intolerance, indifference, unawareness, and false assumptions. We recognize racism as
oppressive and self-perpetuating, expressed through explicit and implicit biases, and
incompatible when living from the Heart of God while working to bring about God’s Kin-dom
here on earth.
New Paltz UMC welcomes diversity in all its forms. As members of Christ’s community, we
celebrate the innate and inherent God-given gifts of our siblings who identify as Black,
Indigenous, or People of Color and honor these as they work to fulfill God’s call in their lives.
We continue the search within ourselves, our congregation, and our community to seek and
dismantle those places where we find injustice, prejudice, and systemic racism. As a community
of faith, and with God’s continual help and guidance, we accept it as our duty and responsibility
to continue our perpetual journey toward Anti-Racism. We commit ourselves, our time, and our
resources to fully engaging in this journey beginning with the following:
•

•

•

•

Intentionally including our commitment to Anti-Racism and the Black, Indigenous, and
People of Color communities in any discussion about the vision, identity, ministry, or
mission of New Paltz UMC
Offering a minimum of two book studies per year on the topic of racism, racial justice,
racial injustice, white privilege, and/or by intentionally choosing books or studies with
authors from the Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities
Setting aside one Sunday each year for a special offering, earmarked for a local or UMC
affiliated group/organization working directly to support members of the Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color communities
Reexamining ourselves and these commitments annually prior to our Charge Conference
to ensure that we are continuing to hold ourselves accountable to the pledges we have
made to members of the Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities

It is the responsibility of the members of the Committee on Justice, Outreach, and Mission to
examine these commitments annually and to report its findings to the church at each Charge
Conference. However, it is the responsibility of the members of New Paltz United Methodist
Church to uphold these commitments and continue to work towards building God’s kin-dom by
dismantling the injustices and transgression of racism.
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Our Organ
Lee H. Pritchard

The pipe organ in our sanctuary is a major church asset – an instrument
for worshipping and praising God – hearing the sounds of Charles
Wesley’s Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus or Hark the Herald Angels
Sing or Love Devine, All Loves Excelling – the sounds of Fanny Crosby’s
Blessed Assurance or the very first hymn in the Methodist hymnal O for a
Thousand Tongues to Sing. We can hear the soft sounds of the flute stops and the melodies of
songs welcoming the birth of baby Jesus as well as those announcing the resurrection of that
same Christ. The organ is an asset to our church – our community and our region and to each of
us individually as we hear the sounds with our own thoughts.
Why you ask is it an asset – because there are so few
working pipe organs in our region. Our organ was
built in 1929 when the church was built. It still
contains many of its original parts! In 2000 we did a
major upgrade to this instrument raising the money
through generous gifts – adding ranks of pipes
which increased the palette of the instrument. Prior
to 2000 all of the pipes were unseen and in the
chamber. With the enhancements we have the pipes
you see in the picture which certainly added to the
beauty of our sanctuary. At that time a major donor
provided the funds to add a trumpet stop and you
know what a trumpet sounds like on a pipe organ!
Some of the pipes added came from churches and
schools that were getting rid of pipe organs – we were lucky to have an organ builder who found
those pipes and was able to procure them. Another stop which would further enhance the organ
is an oboe stop – we would need to locate and purchase these pipes. This, of course, would be
over and above the current project – just keep it in your musical head – dreaming is important.
When I say original parts – one such part is the original pads – bellows - which control and
provide the air flow/supply to all of the pipes. These pads/bellows provide the support to the
entire organ including the swell shades in the front allowing somewhat for volume control.
These pads/bellows need to be replaced. They are leaking and the air flow is interrupted – we can
often hear the hissing sound. We secured an estimate shortly before the pandemic to have this
work completed. The estimate at that time was $23,000. Currently the estimate is $27,000.
During COVID we did begin a campaign and to date we have raised $13,000 for this project.
Oh how I would love to see this completed. Our organ and this church have so much potential –
our own worship – a performance instrument for recitals and accompaniment for choral
ensembles – a teaching tool for those wanting to lean to play such an instrument – collaboration
opportunities – who knows accompanying the Cooperative Parish Bell Choir – perhaps have a
piece commissioned. – there is no limit to the potential of a fully functional organ. We are
almost half way to the needed amount of $27,000.
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Now here is the exciting part – which brings me GREAT
JOY – we have a Matching Challenge! We have someone
who will match dollar for dollar up to $5000 – which
means we will have $10,000 – which means that this
major repair can happen – we would still need the other
$3,000 to meet the estimate before the contractor would
begin. This challenge has a start and end time – it starts
NOW and ends December 31, 2022. I am so excited and
grateful.

The Jeopardy Question
What is Matching Challenge?
The answer
A sure way to turn $5,000
into $10,000 to complete
church organ repairs.

Please consider donating. You can donate in the following ways
• Write a check to the church – with Organ Matching Campaign in the memo
• Make an online donation using the following link – click on the organ repair
campaign
GIVE - New Paltz United Methodist Church (newpaltzumc.org)

Thank you to the person who made this generous offer and thank you to those who will
take on this challenge so that we may have the glorious soft and loud sounds of our organ
for many generations.
Musically,
Lee
Play School News
The 2nd Annual Nursery School Outdoor Cookie Walk
December 10th 11am – 2 pm on the New Paltz UMC lawn.
Stop by…get some cookies…coffee…cider…hot cocoa…even some treats for your puppy.
Come, get a treat and support the nursery school.
ALSO — Lee will be staffing a table of knitted hats, scarves and mittens.
Stop by –say hi – and you might find just the thing to keep you warm this winter.

Answers to the NPUMC Website Search
Click on the links below to go directly to the article.
1. Southern Valley Cooperative Parish - New Paltz United Methodist Church
(newpaltzumc.org)
2. CommunionBread-GlutenFree (newpaltzumc.org)
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Plutarch for Refugees
The Plutarch UMC has spearheaded “Plutarch for Refugees”. This is a volunteer, nonprofit
group working with other agencies to help refugees resettle in New York State’s Ulster
County. See Plutarch for Refugees - Home (plutarch4refugees.org) for the latest information.
The following story was taken from this website.
An Afgan refugee family

A recently arrived family from Afghanistan is looking to be sponsored and
resettled into our community. The family of seven fled the Taliban after the fall
of Kabul last year. Here is their story told by the father (names have been
changed for safety):
I grew up in Kabul and when I turned 8 years old I began to work to help provide
for my family. My father had been recently imprisoned by the Soviets who
invaded my country and we had nothing. I was a child laborer but at the same
time attended school at my mother’s insistence.
Right before the Taliban came to power, I graduated high school and began to
study Law and Political Science at Kabul University. Education has been one of
the most important aspects of my life.
One of my neighbors in Kabul was a lovely woman named Narina. I was best
friend’s with Narina’s brother so I spent a lot of time with Narina. We slowly grew
closer and were happily married in 2002.
Since education has always been so important to me, right after I was married, I
sent two of my nephews to a private school in Kabul. When they came home for
school break I would test what they had learned. To my surprise they hadn’t
learned anything! So I took matters into my own hands and founded a private
school in Kabul. This school was one of the first co-ed schools in Afghanistan.
The school became really popular in Kabul and by 2020 had about 2500 students
from Kindergarten to 12th grade. I also established a teacher’s training college for
women but the Taliban were always watching and trying to infiltrate the school
because they did not approve that we offered education to anyone, including
girls and women.
My ethnic roots are from the Panjshir province of Afghanistan which has been a
great difficulty for me and my family. Panjshir has a long-standing history of
resistance against both the Soviets
and the Taliban. Because of this,
the Taliban would beat, torture, or
even kill anyone who was from
Panjshir, especially those who do
things like start private schools for
anyone.
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We have had to leave everything behind that we built in Kabul and now have
nothing. We hope to be resettled with you because you are working very hard to
help resettle Afghans who are in great need like us. Thank you for the work you
are doing and for considering my family.

Harvest Fest Benefit
A benefit was held in October to raise funds for “Plutarch for Refugees”. There was music,
food, children’s activities and a silent auction of original artwork. Fun was had by all! Be on
the lookout for other ways to support this effort.

Let’s Celebrate

Happy Birthday!
Nov 5
Nov 9
Nov 15
Nov 20
Nov 24
Nov 24

Kristen Osterhoudt
Glenn Sohm
Suzanne Welch
Kate Hymes
Amy Mellor
Scott Lawton

Dec 2
Dec 4
Dec 4
Dec 7
Dec 8
Dec 17
Dec 20
Dec 26

Deb Dressel
Alex Bialy
Noelle Rappleyea
Darlene Montini
Cynthia Rappleyea
Regina Lawton
Brian Harding
Stephanie Laffin

Happy Birthday!
Jan 19
Jan 24
Jan 28
Jan 28
Jan 28
Jan 29

Samantha Judge
Twana Lundin
Makayla Bennett
Pearl Lee
Jess Balog (Morhous)
Sue Ulrich

Happy Anniversary!
Dec 23
Dec 27

Linnea and Pat Masson
Sue and Jim Ulrich
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We welcome your feedback. Email the church at newpaltzumc@gmail.com. It will be forwarded to Brenda Beane
and Kathy Weiss, current newsletter editors.
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